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she classified under the heading of “high-class lobbying.” 
When Joan said, innocently and casually: “Connie, let’s 
be particularly nice to Senator X,” she nodded silently 
and made it her job to please the Senator in question. . . . 

And then she met Jim Harrow. And then she overheard 
the telephone conversation between Joan and Rutherford. 
. . . What they were up to, she could only guess; but 
she had seen enough of their team-work to realize the 
ominous meaning of Joan’s triumphant laugh. 

“I assure you, Stan, that the Harrow Bill is as good as 
dead, and that by the time I am through with the old 
fool, he will wish he himself were dead too.” 

There was only one human in the whole of Washington, 
in the whole of the United States, for that matter, who 
could save Senator Harrow. That human being was she, 
Constance Bacon. 

W HEN Connie reached that conclusion, after hours 
of sobbing into her pillow, she felt terrified but re- 
lieved. She wanted to act at once, but it was nearly seven 
in the morning by then, and she decided to wait until she 
saw Joan at breakfast. For a moment she thought she 
should call Jim up and explain to him the reason of her 
behavior on the dance-floor. She had already lifted the 
receiver when she heard Joan move in the adjoining bed- 
room. The sound of those familiar light steps startled her. 
Joan rarely got up much before eleven, in any event 
not on the morning after a big social affair. 

She hung up noiselessly, listened a while longer to the 
tiptoeing next door, then knocked on the wall. 
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“Are you all right, Joan?” 

There was a silence — a strained silence, thought Con- 
stance. She started for the door; then she heard a voice 
which sounded irritated. 

“Why aren’t you asleep, Connie? It’s only a quarter 
past seven. I am too tired to talk.” 

“I am sorry. I thought I heard you move.” 

No answer came through the closed door. That was 
very much unlike Joan. Never before was she too tired to 
invite Constance to come to her room, sit at the foot of 
her bed and talk to her while she herself would lie still, 
half-asleep but eager for company. 

Constance waited. Although she could discern no fur- 
ther sounds, she felt convinced that Joan did not go back 
to her bed. “Something is up,” passed through her mind, 
“something that has to do with me, with Jim, or with — ” 

She jumped up. She could have sworn 
she heard the heavy entrance door down- 
stairs open and close again. 

“I say, Joan, I am frightfully sorry, but 
I must — ” 

This time it was the sound of the engine 
outside. She rushed to the window, just 
in time to see Joan, dressed in her riding- 
clothes, drive away in her blue roadster. 

The only way Joan could have walked out 
of her room and down the long flight of 
stairs without making the slightest noise 
was by carrying her riding-boots in her 
hands until she reached the entrance hall. 

“One of us is crazy,” decided Connie. 

If Joan suddenly decided to go riding in 
Rock Creek Park, why in the world should 
she have wanted to keep it secret from her 
own private secretary, of all people? The 
fact that she drove away alone without her 
chauffeur was sufficiently bewildering. She 
hated to drive a car herself, particularly 
through the city traffic. Rutherford? Yes, that would 
explain the absence of the chauffeur; but Rutherford 
would never, never think of keeping a secret meeting with 
Joan in Washington. 

“And besides,” — Connie shook her head resolutely, — 
“since when is she afraid of my knowing about Ruther- 
ford? No, this time it is some one else, some one who 
either insists on complete secrecy, or — ” 

And all of a sudden she saw it, saw it as clearly as if 
she were driving in the blue roadster next to Joan and 
listening to her explanation. Joan was keeping a rendez- 
vous with Jim’s father, and Joan did not want her to 
know about it, because she realized that there is a limit 
even to the most passionate loyalty. 

“That makes it easier,” Constance mused, the tears 
choking her throat. “Oh, so much easier!” 

Had Joan, instead of deceiving her, instead of sneaking 
out in that childish fashion, called her in and said, “I 
know you love Jim, but you must choose between the 
Harrows and me,” she would have been heartbroken, but 
she would have stuck by Joan. She never would have been 
able to resist that haunted look which she saw in Joan’s 
eyes whenever Joan asked her to do something shameful, 
something low, something that no person of standing 
has the right to ask of another. . . . But Joan did not 
call her in; Joan did not trust her enough to confess 
that she was plotting to destroy Jim’s father. Jim’s fa- 
ther — the awkward gaunt old man who wore high shoes 
with his ready-made ill-fitting evening clothes, who had 
blushed furiously when he had discovered that he was 
the only one at Joan’s table who was eating fish with his 
knife. . . . Poor man! Poor, poor old man! 

Pressing her forehead against the cool glass of the win- 
dow, Constance thought of Senator Harrow, and her own 
humiliation at being deceived by Joan was suddenly 
drowned in the realization of the cruel joke which life 
was about to play on Jim’s father. She visualized him 
such as she had seen him first, standing in the doorway 
of his office and beaming shyly at a strange girl who 
wanted to read his book. She remembered his words, the 
first words he addressed to her: “It’s mighty encourag- 
ing for an old fellow like myself to meet such a serious- 
minded young lady. It makes me feel that my efforts have 
not been wasted.” 

A serious-minded young lady! How she despised her- 
self, for having taken part in that ignominious plot! 



She would have given ten years of her life, oh, so 
gladly, to make up for her crime (she doubted not that she 
had participated in a crime) and to prove to Senator Har- 
row that she was not as rotten as her actions showed her 
to be. 

“Ten years of my life!” she repeated bitterly. “What a 
cheap hypocrite I am! A lot of good they will do him, 
when in less than six hours, now, he is to be crucified by 
Joan and Rutherford!” 

She looked at the clock fearfully. Twenty minutes of 
eight. She had just five hours and twenty minutes left at 
her disposal. When at the stroke of one — how well she 
visualized that old-fashioned clock in the Senate Chamber ! 
— Senator Harrow would arise to deliver his speech, it 
then would be too late to act. 

She walked toward the telephone deliberately. She 
knew it was her good-by to Joan, to this 
luxurious house, to this life that was sin- 
ful but glamorous. . . . 

Jim must have been fast asleep, for she 
had to wait fully five minutes before the 
operator of the New Willard finally said: 
“Here’s your party.” 

“You can bet your job this is my party,” 
she thought. In the mouthpiece she said: 
“Good morning, Jim. Sorry to disturb you 
so early, but this happens to be very im- 
portant. I will be in your lobby in ten 
minutes. . . . No, I’d rather not have you 
come here.” 


Chapter Seven 


STANLEY B. 
RUTHERFORD 
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T was only eight o’clock of a raw and 
foggy winter morning, but a silver tray 
with coffee, toast, orange-juice and bacon- 
and-eggs had already been brought to the 
President’s bedroom on the second floor of the White 
House by a white-coated colored man answering to the 
name “McDuffie,” and of the four remaining Washingtons, 
three were up and going through their usual motions. 

For there are at least five Washingtons: There is the 
Washington of one hundred thousand or so Government 
employees who are paid by you and me for reaching their 
desks at eight-thirty, and who spend their early mornings 
and late afternoons struggling against red lights and wait- 
ing for street-cars. There is the Washington of number- 
less ebony faces who go to bed, when at all, long past 
midnight, but who are scrubbing the floors, for better or 
for worse, long before seven. There is the Washington 
of the Franklin Delano Roosevelts, who believe that life is 
too short not to spend it awake, and who are expected by 
the nation to combine the best features of a lark and an 
owl. There is the Washington of the ninety-six U. S. 
Senators, four hundred thirty-five Congressmen, ten thou- 
sand New Dealers and twenty-five thousand lobbyists, 
hitch-hikers, code-makers and code-destroyers, who re- 
ceive a voluminous mail each morning, and who require 
from ten to twelve hours daily to answer it and reassure 
their constituents and employers. And finally, there is 
the Washington of the diplomats, widows and gentlemen 
of leisure who defy the city census and who need not get 
up at all, but who fear to be caught asleep while a new 
and juicy scandal is being revealed in Rock Creek Park, 
at the Jumps. 

Joan Glenarm was no stranger in Rock Creek Park. 
Most of what she had learned in Washington was learned 
by her at the Jumps, a place where men and women 
dressed in riding-clothes get off their horses, supposedly 
to give a rest to the tired animals, in truth to discuss the 
behavior of their best friends. 

Knowing Rock Creek Park as well as she did, Joan dis- 
liked the idea of meeting Senator Harrow at that cock- 
pit of Potomac gossip, but she had no choice. The old 
Don Quixote was adamant. 

“If you insist on meeting me tomorrow morning,” he 
said none too graciously when Mrs. Harrow had left them 
alone, “you will have to come to the Park tomorrow at 
eight. Tomorrow, of all days, I will need my morning 
exercise.” 

“Can’t you see me after your gallop?” 

“I cannot. I shall be working on the final draft of my 
speech.” 
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“But don’t you realize that there are many idle lookers- 
on in the Park?” 

It was just like his stubborn, ignorant prairie self to 
ignore her hint. In so far as he was concerned the Jumps 
was a place frequented by steeplechase addicts. 

“I do not go in for jumping myself, but I see no harm in 
other people liking it. If the hour and the place are in- 
convenient for you, let us postpone our meeting until the 
day after tomorrow.” 

The day after tomorrow! The old fool! Just for that, 
she was going to see to it that there would be no day 
after tomorrow for him — not in Washington, in any event. 

Alighting from her blue roadster in front of the little 
tea-house, she spotted him at once. No other man in the 
world could have looked so ridiculous! Astride a horse, 
he could have fooled Cervantes himself into mistaking him 
for his hero. 

“I hope I am on time, Senator?” 

She was ten minutes ahead of the time, 
but she did not get her compliment. He 
watched her mount her horse in silence. 

“Which way. Senator?” 

“Any way will suit me.” 

And he was off. She had to spur her 
horse into a gallop to overtake him. 

“Not so fast, Senator,” she said with a 
strained laugh. “I came here to talk to 
you, not to race with you.” 

He slowed down to a canter, but re- 
mained silent. 

“I know what you are thinking, Senator : 
that I am the most awful pest in Washing- 
ton; that you regret ever having met me.” 

“Not at all,” he frowned. “But it so 
happens that I would have preferred, if you 
want to know the truth, to be alone this 
morning.” 

“I appreciate your frankness, Senator.” She was not 
smiling any more; there was no point in wasting smiles 
and charm on this boor. “Do you know Earl Davon, 
Senator?” 

Her words were drowned out by the sound of hoof- 
beats. She had to repeat the name three times. 

“Earl Davon? You mean that Wall Street gambler? 
That despicable perjurer and grafter?” 

“You do not seem to like him.” 

“Like him?” Harrow sneered and gave Joan a look of 
thorough annoyance. “Why, if it were in my power, I 
wouldn’t hesitate to — ” 

He stuttered and stammered. Blood rushed to his 
wrinkled parchment-skinned face. 

“To hang him?” volunteered Joan. 

“With the greatest of pleasure. With my own hands, 
if necessary.” 

“Just as I suspected,” laughed Joan. Her gayety was 
sincere. She could not have hoped for a better opening. 
“Well, Senator, that Wall Street gambler, that ‘despicable 
perjurer,’ as you call him, was one of the closest and 
most intimate friends of my late husband. I have known 
him for more years than I would care to admit.” 

As Harrow rode on in silence, she added casually: 

“You are not interested in hearing about Earl Davon, 
are you?” 

The Senator brought his horse to a sudden halt. 

“How dare you!” he said. 

“You misunderstand me, my friend.” 

They were standing now in the middle of a deserted 
bridle path, and were staring at each other — Joan with 
well-simulated innocence, Harrow with plain hatred. 

“I understand you only too well,” he said after a pause. 
“Earl Davon’s crowd is trying to reach me, and they have 
chosen you for a go-between. You ought to be ashamed! 
Just because I accepted an invitation to your house — ” 

He jerked his head. He could not finish. 

“And so am I ashamed, Senator.” The haunted look 
came into her eyes. She spoke very softly, almost in- 
audibly. “I am ashamed, because I never dreamed that 
any human being could be so cruel. ... ‘A go-between!’ 
That’s what I get for not minding my own business — for 
trying to protect the interests of Jim’s father! I want 
you to understand this much at least, Senator: Had it not 
been for my fondness for Jim, for my love for Connie, I’d 
have answered your insult in a different fashion. I bid 
you good morning, sir.” 


“Wait!” 

He reached for her reins, but she brushed his hand off. 
“Wait for what? To be insulted again? No, thanks.” 
“I am sorry, my child. I can see now that I was too 
hasty; but if you only knew what a strain I am laboring 
under! Please forgive me.” 

She gravely accepted the extended hand. Her heart was 
beating a triumphant tattoo. The whole thing was so 
much easier than she had expected. Oh, if only Stan could 
have seen that scene! The impossible, the rude, the un- 
approachable Don Quixote of the Prairies, blushing like 
a twelve-year-old girl and begging her forgiveness! 

“I accept your apologies, Senator. Not for your sake, 
but for Jim’s. And now, let’s not forget that you need 
your morning gallop.” 

“Wait. Don’t you want to tell me what was on your 
mind when — when — ” 

“When you called me a ‘go-between’?” 
“Oh, please, please!” 

She would not have believed that any 
man could undergo such a change. The 
very quality of his voice was unrecogniz- 
able. 

“Don’t you understand, Mrs. Glenarm — ” 
“The name is Joan, Senator.” 

“Of course, of course. . . . Don’t you 
understand, Joan, that any man in my 
position would be suspicious? After all, 
granting your complete integrity, what 
makes you think that anything pertaining 
to that rascally — I mean to Mr. Earl Davon 
— could be of interest to me?” 

It would have been a great strategic er- 
ror not to rush into this new opening. 

“I do not think it, Senator: I know it. 
Now wait. We can’t block this bridle- 
path indefinitely, so let me talk.” 

He nodded eagerly. 

“I won’t take much of your time,” continued Joan. 
“I’ll simply acquaint you with a few facts, and then let 
you reach your own conclusions. Last night, shortly be- 
fore we sat at dinner, in fact when you were already in 
my house, I received a long-distance call from Earl Davon. 
I hated to leave my guests ; but I repeat, whether you like 
him or not, Earl Davon was the best friend my husband 
ever had.” 

I NTENTLY Harrow listened. He remembered that while 
the guests were waiting for dinner to be announced, 
the butler had come in, whispered something to Joan, and 
she had asked to be excused for a few minutes. 

“And?” he prompted. 

“Well, Senator, this is what Davon said to me, word 
for word: He said he knew how friendly I was with Sena- 
tors Mawson and Dodd, and he asked me, point-blank, 
mind you, whether it would be possible for me to persuade 
those two gentlemen to vote for your bill.” 

“For my bill?” 

“Yes, for your bill. To use his exact words, and with 
all due apologies to you, here is what he said: ‘At no 
matter what cost, make them vote for that wild jackass’ 
bill.’ ” 

Harrow’s hands began to tremble. 

“Why, you must be dreaming, my child. That despi- 
cable crook Davon working for my bill and against the 
companies’ interests!” He threw his head back and 
laughed, though his hands were still trembling. “You will 
excuse my laughing, my dear young lady, but all this 
sounds like a comedy of errors. ... You know, of course, 
that Senators Dodd and Mawson are — ” 

“The two pillars of the die-hards in the Senate,” picked 
up Joan imperturbably, “and that they are both bitterly 
opposed to the Harrow Bill. I know my Washington, 
Senator. I preceded you here by six years.” 

Harrow stopped laughing. 

“And yet — ” he began. 

“And yet I repeat that Earl Davon would stop at noth- 
ing, that he would gladly let them write their own ticket, 
if they would agree to vote for your bill. According to 
his calculations, — and he usually is very well informed, — • 
it is all over but shouting for you, if Dodd and Mawson 
withdraw their objections.” 

Harrow spurred his horse. For the next few minutes 
they galloped in silence. When they reached the George- 
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town entrance to the Park, he turned brusquely and mo- 
tioned to Joan to stop. 

“I don’t believe it,” he said. “It just does not tally. 
Why in the name of all the saints, should Wall Street 
be in favor of a bill that threatens the existence of all 
that Wall Street cherishes?” 

H IS voice was shaken, his face pale. “He is about to 
believe it,” thought Joan; “and now for the finishing 
touch!” 

“I did not say Wall Street, Senator,” she explained 
calmly. “I said Earl Davon. I know nothing about Wall 
Street.” 

“What’s good for Wall Street is good for Earl Davon, 
and vice versa. It’s six of one and half a dozen of the 
other.” 

“Are you certain of it, Senator?” 

“Most decidedly so. The recent Senate investigation has 
proved conclusively that Earl Davon is Wall Street’s hired 
assassin.” 

“How touchingly naive you are, Senator. And how 
little you know about Wall Street and Earl Davon!” 

He resented her pitying smile. 

“I know enough about them,” he said gruffly, “to hang 
every one of them to a lamp-post!” 

“But not enough to see through their schemes — and not 
enough to realize that for the past six months you have 
been helping Earl Davon to build his mammoth fortune!” 
“I have been helping Earl Davon ? I — I — ” 

“Yes, you. You, Senator William W. Harrow! You 
—the pupil and heir-apparent of William Jennings Bryan, 
and friend of the common people. You were helping Earl 
Davon to glean millions of dollars in the stock-market!” 
“You are mad!” 

“No, Senator, I am not. Sometimes I wish I were, for 
it is you mad people who seem to have all the fun. As it 
is, being a sane female of average intelligence, I realize 
that Earl Davon went short of public utility stocks the 
moment your bill was first discussed in the committee. I 
likewise realize that Earl Davon stands to cash in from 
ten to fifteen million dollars the moment your bill goes 
through. To quote his own words, once more: ‘Make 
Dodd and Mawson change their votes, and leave the rest 
to that amiable jackass Bill Harrow.’ ” 

The Senator’s face was a study in tragic puzzlement. 
Joan could read his thoughts without difficulty. It was 
just as Stan had planned and anticipated. “Make the old 
fool believe that all his life, ever since he voted the first 
time for Bryan, he has been a tool in the hands of bear 
operators, that instead of defending the interests of his 
beloved common people, he has been pouring millions in 
the lap of Earl Davon and Wall Street. Make him believe 
that, and our battle is won — and that castle in the south 
of France is yours!” 

“May I ask you a question? A personal question, Mrs. 
Glenarm — I mean, Joan?” 

“Please do, Senator.” 

She was not afraid of his personal question. She recog- 
nized the note of defeat, of unconditional surrender, in 
his stifled voice. “He is licked, and he knows it,” she said 
to herself, and wished once more that Stan were there to 
witness her triumph. 

“I hesitate to ask you this question — it’s altogether too 
personal ; but I must. Even if you refuse to answer it — ” 
“I promise you I won’t.” 

“Well, then — ” he swallowed hard and turned his face 
away. “Tell me, Joan, why should you betray your friend- 
ship with Davon for the sake of such a — shall I say casual 
acquaintance as myself? After all — ” 

“Don’t — don’t elaborate, my friend. I know what you 
mean, and I hope you will believe me.” He raised his eyes, 
and met the haunted look in hers none too steadily. 

“The answer to your question is simple,” she said when 
he dropped his eyes again. “My love for Connie. She 
would never forgive me if I let you fall into the trap 
prepared by Earl Davon. Perhaps you do not realize it, 
but there is nothing in this world that I wouldn’t do for 
that girl. I never had children of my own, and because of 
that — well, I hate to sound sentimental, and I know you 
are going to laugh at me — ” 

Joan’s voice broke. It would have taken an infinitely 
more experienced cavalier than William W. Harrow to 
question her sincerity just then. Stanley Rutherford 
himself would have granted her the benefit of the doubt. 


“Come what may,” she went on shyly, never relaxing 
her scrutiny of Harrow’s face, “I cannot sacrifice Con- 
nie’s happiness. The French say, ‘II faut choisir ’ — one 
must choose. . . . Well, I must choose too: It’s either 
Connie or Davon; I cannot serve both. ... I confess, 
my first impulse was to tell you nothing, to remain loyal 
to Davon, to obey his orders. But then I happened to see 
the expressions on Jim’s and Connie’s faces while they 
danced last night — such anxiety, such longing for each 
other, such fear of losing each other! Mine was not a 
love-match, Senator. ... I respected Mr. Glenarm; I 
went out of my way to thank him for his generosity; 
but — ” 

“I am sorry, Joan. I had no right to ask you that 
question.” 

“But you have a right, a perfect right. When a man 
spends forty years of his life fighting for what he thinks 
is just and honorable, and then discovers — ” 

She did not finish her phrase. It was more effective, 
she knew, to let Harrow think by himself of his forty 
tragic wasted years. 

The Senator straightened up in the saddle. 

“If you don’t mind,” he said, “let’s start back. I am 
afraid I am in for a great deal of trouble, and I would 
like to collect my thoughts. Not much time is left. It’s 
nearly nine now.” 

Joan hesitated. 

“There is something else, Senator.” 

“Something else?” He smiled sadly. “What else 
could there be?” 

“The proof, Senator. If you can spare me another half 
an hour, I would like to take you to a place where you 
shall get the proof that I didn’t lie to you.” 

“What place is that?” 

“My house. Earl Davon is due there presently. If 
you care to, I will make it possible for you to hear with 
your own ears what he has to tell me. Don’t be afraid! 
You won’t have to meet him. The good people from whom 
I bought the house must have lived in constant fear of 
blackmail. There are dictaphones all over the place. 
It’s not very dignified, of course, for a man of your posi- 
tion — ” 

“Let’s go,” said Harrow. . . . 

Mrs. Snowdridge could not believe her own very sharp 
and usually very reliable eyes when, alighting at the 
tea-house five minutes later, she saw Senator William W. 
Harrow drive away in a blue roadster piloted by a beau- 
tiful auburn-haired woman. 

“This, I suppose,” she remarked to her escort, an un- 
dersized Frenchman with a passion for rheumatic dow- 
agers and Oriental pearls, “ushers in the Decline and Fall 
of the American Empire. A beauty taxying a jackass! 
Am I glad that my poor uncle was spared this final dis- 
grace!” 

The Frenchman sighed. He did not understand a single 
word, but he felt that sympathy was in order. 


Chapter Eight 

T HE market opened sluggishly, a fraction of a point to 
two points lower. The rails, the industrials and the 
specialties were receiving a half-hearted support on the 
way down, but there was a pronounced weakness in the 
public utility stocks. At ten minutes past ten, the fol- 
lowing dispatch, marked “Washington” and eagerly read 
in every brokerage office from coast to coast, appeared 
on the Dow- Jones ticker: 

The stage is set for the most staggering blow yet de- 
livered by the New Dealers to the long-suffering American 
investor. The Harrow Bill, approved in Committee, will 
be reported on the floor of the Senate by its author at 
1 p. m. today. Although the debates on it may consume 
from one to two weeks, there is no doubt in the minds of 
the seasoned political observers here that it will be passed 
by an overwhelming majority. Of the ninety-two Senators 
polled last night by the Capitol Hill correspondents, sixty- 
three were for it, twenty- two against and seven noncom- 
mittal. Of the remaining four, detained in their home 
towns by illness or business, two at least will be sure to 
lend their support to Senator Harrow’s pet piece of legisla- 
tion. 

The terms of the Harrow Bill are well known by now to 
the financial community. If passed by the Senate in its 
present form it would enable the Government to compete 
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with private operating companies in half a dozen States 
throughout the West. Among the companies most threat- 
ened are those controlled by the N-V-T Corporation of New 
York. It is reported here on the best of authority that 
a famous Wall Street operator, identified with the short 
side of the market, reached the national capital this morn- 
ing. As no subpoena for his appearance had been issued 
by the Senate, his sudden appearance here is explained by 
his desire to stay away from New York for the next few 
days. Having sold short many thousand shares of public 
utility stocks, he can well afford to take a holiday and 
watch in person the debates on the Harrow Bill. 

“That is exactly what the world believes,” grinned 
Mr. John A. Nevins as he finished reading the Dow-Jones 
dispatch. “You’ve got to hand it to the boss. That idea 
of shipping Davon over to Washington was a peach.” 

Messrs. Alfred W. Victor and Thomas J. Timothy nod- 
ded gravely. The resourcefulness of the invisible boss of 
the N-V-T Corporation had long since ceased to surprise 
them. 

“Each time he goes to the bat, it’s a hit,” said Mr. 
Timothy. 

“That reminds me,” Mr. Victor picked up the morning 
paper. “Have you seen that piece about Babe Ruth re- 
tiring ?” 

They had, and they thought it was just “one of those 
things” they had been reading about for years and years, 
even before Stanley B. Rutherford promoted them from 
the modest rank of his private secretaries to the hand- 
some position of resident partners of the N-V-T Corpora- 
tion. 

The rumors of Babe’s retirement properly debunked, the 
conversation shifted to Max Baer. Mr. Victor regretted 
the champion’s lack of dignity. Mr. Timothy disagreed 
with him. 

“They eat up that sort of stuff,” he maintained. “They 
can’t get enough of it. Back home in Steubenville, Ohio, 
we had — ” 

The telephone rang. 

“Hello,” said Mr. Timothy in the gruff busy voice one 
would expect from a resident partner of a corporation 
occupying a whole floor of a Wall Street skyscraper. The 
next moment his whole attitude underwent a radical 
change. He took his feet from the desk, where they had 
rested since nine o’clock in the morning, straightened up 
in his chair and whispered to his two associates: “Wash- 
ington. . . . Must be the boss!” 

TTE was not mistaken. It was the boss, talking fast 
O and hard. 

“Listen carefully, Jack: Here’s what I want you to do 
right away. Send a straight wire to every one of the 
ninety-six Senators demanding that they appoint a com- 
mittee investigating the short-selling in our stocks. Be- 
gin with an outright accusation of Earl Davon. Then 
quote our formula Number Three. ... You know which 
one I mean, don’t you?” 

“Certainly, sir,” agreed Mr. Timothy, who was using 
his very best English when talking to Stanley B. Ruther- 
ford. “The one that Harvard professor wrote for us, 
about the eight hundred and fifty thousand fellow-Ameri- 
cans benefited by our service.” 

“Right,” said Rutherford and Mr. Timothy beamed. 
“The moment you have dispatched all ninety-six wires, 
release the text to the press. Better still, release it to 
the press first and send the wires afterward. . . . Get 
me ?” 

“I do, sir. The idea is to make the Senators read it 
in the early afternoon papers even before they get to their 
offices.” 

“You deserve a bonus, Jack. Now then, I want Nevins 
and Victor to call up as many brokers as they can think 
of, and tell them all that Earl Davon is short of over three 
hundred thousand shares of our stocks, that he is the only 
party that would benefit by the Harrow Bill. And by 
the way, for God’s sake don’t forget to send the wire to 
the old boy Harrow. I want him to be the first one of 
the ninety-six to get it. Catch on?” 

“I do, sir,” reassured Mr. Timothy. “Between now and 
noon, every man, woman and child must be made to un- 
derstand that Earl Davon is short of our stocks, and 
that instead of the good, honest, clean-cut citizens, only 
the contemptible stock-operators would be helped by the 
Harrow Bill.” 


“Always knew you were a clever fellow.” 

A sound of contented laughter came over the wire. 
Mr. Timothy smiled and hung up. 

“All hands on deck,” he ordered, addressing no one in 
particular. “The boss has put it over again with a bang.” 

It was twenty minutes past ten. When Mr. Timothy 
looked at the clock again, it was noon sharp. Ninety-six 
yellow envelopes had been delivered by then to the tenants 
of ninety-six offices in the Senate Building in Washington, 
and not a runner was left in Wall Street who did not know 
that Earl Davon, that irresistible little magician Earl 
Davon, was about to make the biggest coup in the history 
of the New York Stock Exchange. 


Chapter Nine 

S O far as Washington is concerned, there is only one 
cloak-room in the United States. There may be 
three hundred thousand bright-eyed girls, from border to 
border, and from coast to coast, who are checking hats 
and raglans and umbrellas, and collecting nickels, dimes 
and quarters, but there is only one cloak-room: the cloak- 
room of the Senate. 

No reporters are admitted there, no lobbyists, no visi- 
tors, none but the full-fledged, duly seated United States 
Senators. Whatever is said in the cloak-room is said off 
the record, and there is no soul so timid among the ninety- 
six Honorables that he wouldn’t out-brave Patrick Henry 
himself behind its tightly shut door. 

When the cloak-room is quiet, when only the heavy 
footsteps of a hard-thinking Senator are heard in the 
marble lobby beyond, Washington yawns and says: “No 
excitement today; let’s taxi to the Mayflower or take in 
a movie.” But when the cloak-room begins to buzz, when 
the shouts of “I protest,” “Gentlemen, gentlemen!” “The 
President ought to know better,” “What this country 
needs — ” and the like ooze through the thick walls of the 
American sanctuary, Washington brightens up, lunches on 
a stale sandwich in the Congressional restaurant, and 
waits, excitedly and pleasantly, for hell to break loose on 
the floor of the Senate. 

The cloak-room was buzzing that morning. Each time 
its tightly shut door would open a few inches to admit 
another Senator, this or that crimson red much-photo- 
graphed face would come into the view of the curious 
lobby, and an angry voice would be heard insisting that 
the fate of the country was at stake, and that the Senate 
should cease being a rubber stamp. 

Speaking in the absence of newspaper men and stenog- 
raphers, the Senators minced no words. It was outra- 
geous; it was scandalous; it was nothing short of high 
treason, they said, to permit a low gambler, a perjurer, a 
briber like Earl Davon, to cash in on the New Deal. 
Telegraph-envelopes in hand, big black cigars in mouth, 
blinded by the cloud of thick sharp smoke, they excelled 
in pantomime, held fast to each other’s lapels and shouted 
in hoarse voices. 

“The honor of this august body is involved. I for one, 
refuse to vote for a bill benefiting Wall Street.” 

“As Henry Clay said on a similar occasion — ” 

“No, no, a thousand times no!” 

“I am afraid of no one. I shall go straight to the 
White House.” 

“If it’s toryism, make the best of it.” 

“The man hasn’t been born yet who can accuse me of 
conniving with gamblers.” 

“I’d rather go back to my humble home — ” 

AN outsider listening to this vociferous chorus would 
■t*. have bet one hundred to one the Harrow Bill was 
doomed, that not a single vote would be cast for it; but 
a Washington-wise newspaper man would have smiled 
cynically and advised his readers that, having shown the 
New Deal where it got off, in the privacy of their cloak- 
room, the vast majority of the Honorables were going to 
stand by it in the limelight of the floor. A Washington- 
wise newspaper man, worth his salary and the trust of 
his editor, would have known better than to believe that 
many Senators would exchange the tangible benefits of 
party regularity for the dubious privilege of quoting 
Henry Clay, or would forget that Henry Clay was quite 
dead, while the Postmaster-general was still alive, very 
much alive. 
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A Washington- wise newspaper man would have paid 
more attention, indeed, to the strange, the utterly mys- 
tifying absence of Senator William W. Harrow. Accord- 
ing to the unwritten code of the cloak-room, with less than 
twenty minutes left before the opening of the session, 
the author of the bill under debate should have been shak- 
ing hands right and left, should have been smiling cheer- 
fully and listening politely to the abuse and venom heaped 
on him by his supporters ; but there was no sign of the old 
Don Quixote, and no one had seen him since the night 
before at Mrs. Glenarm’s. This was not playing the 
game; this was something that no mortal could do un- 
punished to U. S. Senators; for Rule Number One of 
the unwritten code of the cloak-room states explicitly 
that “Though thou canst force me to vote for thy vicious 
bill, thou shalt not refuse to hear me say what I think of 
thy mess of foul errors.” 

And the cloak-room was not slow to 
notice the absence of William W. Harrow. 

“Things have reached a pretty pass,” 
roared Senator James G. Duveteen, “when 
the author of a revolting piece of legisla- 
tion does not think enough of the men 
chosen by the American people to pay them 
the courtesy of a hearing. Gentlemen, I am 
speaking from the bottom of my heart. . . . 

Gentlemen, I am devoured by indignation.” 

The state of being devoured by indigna- 
tion was not an unfamiliar one for Senator 
James G. Duveteen, the cloak-room’s most 
brilliant orator, who had never opened his 
mouth on the floor since the day he took 
his oath some ten years previously; but he 
presented his case well and was rewarded 
by a salvo of, “You said it, Jim,” “Good 
for you, old boy,” “I am with you, Jim,” 
and other exclamations to the same effect. 

Just then the door opened, and Senator Harrow walked 
into the cloak-room. The whispers that greeted him were 
loud enough to be heard outside in the marble lobby, but 
he marched ahead, oblivious of the extended hands, not 
answering the sardonic remarks from the corners. 

“I wonder if the Senator would deign to read this tele- 
gram ?” 

Senator Duveteen stuck a yellow envelope right in 
Harrow’s face. There were subdued snickers. The gen- 
tlemen of the cloak-room pressed forward and waited. 

Harrow took the proffered telegram, glanced at its 
opening line and passed it back to his tormentor. 

“I received an identical wire this morning,” he said 
calmly, and made for the door leading into the Senate 
Chamber. 

“Have you no comment to make?” 

“Are you going to ignore it?” 

“Are we to be kept in darkness about this scandalous 
thing ?” 

“Is there any truth to it?” 

“Are we to work for Wall Street?” 

“Have you been to the White House?” 

They all spoke at the same time, waving their cigars 
and telegraph-envelopes. He did not seem to hear them. 
Forbiddingly tall, grotesquely thin, he reached the door 
in a few long strides, opened it wide and crossed toward 
his desk in the extreme left corner of the chamber. After 
a moment’s hesitation, as if wondering whether he was in 
the right place, he sat down — very erect, without raising 
his eyes toward the packed galleries, without turning his 
head to acknowledge the shouts which followed him from 
the cloak-room. 

It was ten minutes to one, and he was the only Senator 
on the floor. The two clerks busy with their papers around 
the Vice-President’s desk looked at him in amazement. 
It was their understanding and their experience that, not 
unlike a prima donna, the author of a bill under debate 
should be the last one to enter the chamber. 

“Looks pretty seedy,” said the younger clerk. “Oughtn’t 
I fetch a glass of water for him, or something?” 

“You’d look seedy too, if you tried to buck Wall Street,” 
commented his superior; and the two men went ahead 
with their work. 

Had Senator Harrow been given a glass of water, he 
would not have known what to do with it. His mind was 
blank. He could still remember the sound of the hoof- 
beats against the frozen bridle path in Rock Creek Park, 



and the high-pitched voice of Earl Davon coming through 
the dictaphone in Joan’s study; but the rest was nothing- 
ness. His feet ached. Looking at his soiled shoes, he had 
a vague recollection of having walked for hours through 
strange streets, but he was not certain of it. Possibly it 
was only a dream. The whole thing was a dream. He had 
been asleep for forty years. He must have fallen asleep 
on that scorchingly hot morning in Chicago, way back 
in 1896, while listening to the ringing voice of that deep- 
chested young fellow: 

“Thou shalt not crucify humanity upon a cross of 
gold—” 

Who said that? Was it William Jennings Bryan ad- 
dressing the Democratic National Convention, or was it 
Earl Davon selling gold stocks short? What a joke, what 
a colossal joke, the whole thing had turned out to be! 

He and his book and his Fearless Warriors. 
His wife was right: He was an idiot. The 
thing to do was to get an invitation to the 
dinner in the British Embassy, and forget 
the rest. 

“The British Embassy, think of that!” he 
said aloud, and chuckled. 

“Were you addressing me, Senator?” 
Harrow turned his head. Most of the 
desks, including the one next to him, were 
occupied by now, and the presiding officer 
was rapping for order. 


Chapter Ten 

T HEY had to turn away the uncle of a 
uiiiuwrr South American ambassador, and a Du- 

pont Circle dowager begged in vain to be 
permitted to stand in the aisle of the Pub- 
lic Gallery. 

All Washington was there. 

The First Lady of the Land brought her knitting and 
her smile to her accustomed seat in the front row of the 
gallery for distinguished Congressional guests. The very 
talkative young men of the Brain Trust were grinning 
broadly at a famous Wall Street banker who came hoping 
for the best but prepared for the worst. The ever-present 
professional first-nighters — women of indefinite age who 
take in everything from greyhound-racing to Einstein’s 
lectures — were clutching nervously the arms of their 
youthful escorts, and asking them every minute to point 
out which one was that preposterous Senator Harrow. 
Solemn old gentlemen with carefully washed wrinkles 
were exchanging pleasant jokes about the days of Rum, 
Rebellion and Romanism, when the country was faced 
with as great an upheaval as the New Deal. And a score 
of overawed Westerners who had traveled thirty-six hours 
in a day-coach in order to hear “good old Bill tell it to 
’em,” were straining their eyes and hoping against hope 
that their idol would notice them in the last row of the 
Public Gallery and would ask the U. S. Senate to ac- 
knowledge their presence with three rousing cheers. 

The Diplomatic Corps turned out in full force. Sleek- 
haired, blue-chinned attaches who had spent a lifetime in 
Washington without bothering to look up the strange 
establishment on Capitol Hill could not resist the tempta- 
tion to hear “ce type extraordinaire, ce monstre Senateur 
Harrow Lost in the unfamiliar surroundings, con- 
spicuous in their morning coats and white spats, they 
were greeting with something resembling genuine en- 
thusiasm those bejeweled debutantes who specialize in 
fraternizing with the foreign colony, and who are known 
to the jealous natives as “wop” girls. 

Not an inch of standing-room was to be had in the 
Press Gallery. On top of the bona fide correspondents, 
some two hundred strong, the news-gathering agencies 
had dispatched post-haste a regiment of feature-writers, 
economists, scandalmongers, sob-sisters and fashion-edi- 
tors. All angles of “the Harrow story” were to be played 
on tomorrow’s front page: the financial repercussions of 
the bill, its political consequences, Mrs. Snowdridge’s 
latest bright saying, the First Lady’s dress, the ever- 
increasing interest taken by the country in Washington, 
the opinions of outstanding Senators, the pathos of a 
small-town lawyer thrust into the limelight at the age 
of sixty-two, the Red Danger, the future of the Republic, 
the— ' 
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“What is it, anyway?” cried a veteran political corres- 
pondent. “A session of the Senate, the opening night of 
a Noel Coward play, the Kentucky Derby, or the return 
Carnera-Baer fight?” 

“What is it? I’ll bite,” said his gloomy assistant, forced 
to surrender his seat to a monocled lady representing a 
popular fashion magazine. 

There was a buzz of conversation. 

B UT the presiding officer was rapping for order, and 
everybody, including the dyspeptic veteran corre- 
spondent, leaned forward to get a better view of the ap- 
proaching knock-out. 

“The Chair recognizes Senator William W. Harrow.” 

In the sudden hush that followed these words delivered 
in dry staccato tones, Constance could hear the beating of 
her heart. From her seat in the Congres- 
sional Gallery, she saw the tall frame of a 
grizzled man rising slowly on the floor be- 
low like a battered tower hoisted by invis- 
ible derricks. She had a feeling that if it 
grew a few inches longer, she could touch it 
with her hand. She shuddered and drew 
back impulsively. 

“What is the matter with you, darling?” 
whispered Jim. “Don’t worry about Dad. 

It’s no news for him to make a speech.” 

She smiled miserably. What a coward 
she was ! What a hopeless coward ! To sit 
silently by and permit that poor old man to 
commit suicide! 

Jim must think she was crazy ! Why did 
she get him out of bed and spend the entire 
morning with him if she did not want — if 
she could not confess? How many times 
during those five hours together did he ask, 

“Now, what was that very important thing 
that you wished to talk to me about?” — and how many 
times did she stall and invent fantastic excuses ! What an 
overwhelming hypnotic power Joan must have exercised 
over her, to make her lie and lie and lie ! 

The battered tower on the floor below was moving along 
the aisle toward the Vice-Presidential desk, and the hush 
was becoming unbearable. It was as if everyone in the 
Senate Chamber were expecting to see a rope swing about 
the veined neck of Jim’s father. 

“Jim—” 

He put his finger to his lips. She did not have to look 
down, to know that the Senator was about to begin. And 
she did not dare to turn her head for fear that she would 
see the familiar black velvet dress trimmed with mink, less 
than fifty feet to the right of her. Joan was both merci- 
less and shameless. She arranged the hanging and she 
came to enjoy it. 


Chapter Eleven 
R. PRESIDENT!” 

A full minute elapsed before these two words came 
out of Harrow’s mouth. The Senators were already ex- 
changing ironical glances and whispering, “There’s a fine 
dramatization for you!” when they finally heard that sac- 
ramental “Mr. President!” with which each Honorable 
must begin his discourse. 

“Mr. President!” 

The Chair raised his eyebrows questioningly. It was 
not at all like the old Don Quixote to speak in such a 
faint voice. 

“The speech that I am about to deliver will cause no 
end of grief to the many friends — to the many splendid, 
stanch friends of mine who stood faithfully by me in this 
long hard battle. ... It will cause, I say, no end of grief 
to them, but I have no choice. I am forced to do it. Far 
be it from me to indulge in cheap paradoxes, but it is 
much better to be called a traitor by one’s friends than to 
help, if unconsciously, one’s mortal enemies.” 

A bewildered “Oh!” came from the galleries. The Chair 
frowned, and rapped for order. A few Senators got up 
from their desks and stood still. The others leaned to- 
ward their colleagues across the aisle. 

“Does the gentleman mean to imply,” came from Sena- 
tor Mawson, Harrow’s arch-foe and a pillar of the con- 
servatives, “that having browbeaten the Committee into 


reporting his bill at breakneck speed, he himself has 
changed his mind?” 

“Order, order!” said the Chair. “Senator Harrow has 
the floor. The Senator will proceed if he is ready,” added 
the Presiding Officer, emphasizing somewhat ironically the 
word “ready.” 

The battered tower moved a step forward, and then, 
ignoring the excitement caused by his opening remarks, 
continued in a now resonant voice : 

“Mr. President, it was my honest intention until four 
hours ago not to leave a stone unturned in order that the 
so-called Harrow Bill might become a law of this land. I 
do not have to tell you, Mr. President, how hard I had to 
work, what obstacles I had to overcome, what hostilities 
to face—” 

“Is the Senator writing his own post-mortem?” queried 
Senator Mawson, and there was an outburst 
of laughter on the floor. 

“Mr. President — ” 

Harrow’s eyes were riveted upon the face 
of the presiding officer. Nobody else exist- 
ed for him at that moment but the shortish 
stockily built man occupying the chair and 
symbolizing the power and the dignity of 
the Senate. 

“Something entirely unforeseen has 
arisen within the last four hours. I have 
learned — and unfortunately I cannot ques- 
tion the authenticity of my information — 
that, anticipating the passage of the bill 
bearing my humble name, a ring of un- 
scrupulous and grabbing Wall Street opera- 
tors went short of public utility stocks — ” 
Senator Mawson was on his feet instant- 
ly: 

“Mr. President, I demand that the gentle- 
man name names. I demand that — ” 

The galleries rose. The Chair was rapping for order 
frantically. The rest of Mawson’s phrase was missed even 
by those occupying the adjoining desks. 

“Let Harrow proceed!” 

“Sit down, sit down!” 

“I protest — ” 

“Mr. President, Mr. President — ” 

“Bring on the peanuts and pink lemonade.” 

“Clear the galleries!” 

“Traitor! Tory!” 

It was impossible to say who shouted most: the Sena- 
tors who were prepared to vote for the bill, or its oppo- 
nents gathered around Senator Mawson. 

Harrow turned around slowly and faced his colleagues 
for the first time that day. 

“Silence!” he commanded; and so terrifying was the 
icy fire of his blue eyes, that even Senator Mawson stepped 
back after a moment’s hesitancy. 

“I know I am a marked man from now on.” Once more 
Harrow was addressing “Mr. President,” and once more 
there was an expression of utter fatigue on his parchment- 
skinned face. 

“I know,” he went on, “that tonight I will walk out of 
this chamber without a single friend in the world — but the 
Senators will have to bear with me until then. . . . 
Whether it pleases my friends or not, I refuse to be used 
as a tool by Wall Street. I happen to know, I have indeed 
figures and facts to prove it, that those despicable New 
York gamblers will be certain to make a colossal fortune 
the moment this august body puts its seal of approval on 
the provisions contained in my bill. This being so, Mr. 
President, it is my determination to block the passage of 
my own bill. . . . Opposed as I always was and still am 
to the waste of time caused by filibuster, I recognize, with 
a heavy heart and the deepest of sorrow, that there are 
moments when a legislator is in duty bound to use any 
weapon at his disposal and resort to any means, fair or 
foul, if by so doing he can prevent the triumph of the 
forces of corruption, of the darkest forces in our national 
life. There are moments, I say, when — ” 

He was still talking, but for all practical purposes his 
speech was over. 

Hell broke loose, downstairs on the floor and upstairs 
in the galleries. Even the crowd of rubbernecks who 
stood patiently outside in the marble lobby awaiting the 
results of the sensational debate, thought it their duty to 
add a salvo of catcalls to the general tumult. 




Senator Dodd, a venerable octogenarian in a Prince 
Albert coat, was banging on his desk with a copy of the 
Congressional Record. Senator Mawson was shaking his 
fist in Harrow’s direction and was pushing his way 
through the melee of shouting Honorables, all of them 
trying to get closer to the battered tower. 

“Throw him out!” 

“Dupe!” 

“Scoundrel!” 

“How much did you get from Wall Street ?” 

“He is crazy!” 

“They ought to lock him up!” 

“Yield the floor, yield, yield!” 

But the battered tower held its ground firmly. It ig- 
nored the abuse. It did not seem to mind the profanity. 
It reacted only to the word “yield,” in response to which 
the grizzled mane shook forcefully. 

“I will yield to no one!” moved Harrow’s bloodless lips. 

“Say, Bill,” — the floor-leader of his party took him by 
the arm gently, — “don’t you think you ought to rest a 
bit? Mind you, I am not trying to talk you out of fili- 
buster. I simply wish you would go to your hotel and 
steal forty winks. Upon my word of honor, I shall hold 
the floor for you while you are gone.” 

“I won’t, Dick. I won’t yield the floor, I tell you.” 

“Not even to me?” 

“Not to the Almighty Himself. So long as I am able to 
stand on my feet and talk, I’ll go on with my filibuster. 
I must. It’s for the good of the country!” 

“The good of the country! Ye gods!” 

The floor-leader shrugged his shoulders and walked 
away. 

“The man’s loony,” he said to the presiding officer, 
who was watching the riot with helpless disgust. 

“Can’t you explain to him that he is committing Kara- 
Jcivi 

“Committing what?” 

So thunderous was the shouting, that within two feet 
of the Vice-Presidential desk the floor-leader could hear 
nothing. 

The Chair rose. 

“Must be a short recess,” guessed the Press Gallery. 

The rioting went on unabated. It would have taken a 
battalion of Marines at that moment to make the Senators 
leave the chamber. 

High above in the Public Gallery a group of sad-faced, 
white-haired men in soiled shoes were eying each other in 
stupefaction. Could it be that Bill Harrow, their one and 
only Bill, had turned out to be a traitor? That after 
forty years of goading them on, he deserted them at the 
moment when the battle was as good as won, and hot- 
footed over to the enemy’s camp? The expression “fili- 
buster” meant nothing to them; the term “short selling” 
left them in darkness. But expressions and terms did not 
matter. What mattered was that at the end of a fifteen- 
hundred-mile journey, they discovered that they had been 
sold out by the man whom they revered as a saint. 

“Well, gentlemen,” smiled a young lobbyist seated by 
their side, “how do you like it in Washington?” 

They got up, pulled their wide-brimmed hats over their 
eyes and filed out silently, as tragic a chorus as any con- 
ceived by Sophocles. 


Chapter Twelve 

"T ISTEN to this ! Listen to this, Earl ! Joan, Joan, are 
JL_/ you there, my girl? I want you to tell it to Earl! 
He won’t believe me if I tell it to him myself. . . . It’s 
too good to be true. . . . Earl — Earl! Come here quick 
and talk to Joan.” 

Earl Davon got up reluctantly. “If the news is that 
good,” he muttered, “why can’t you tell it to me yourself?” 

“Damn you, man!” Stanley Rutherford was beyond 
himself with excitement, and was waving the receiver 
triumphantly. “Come here immediately and talk to Joan, 
or I’ll drag you here by what’s left of your hair.” 

“You’ll be mighty lucky, my boy,” remarked the little 
man, walking toward the telephone unhurriedly, “if you 
have what’s beneath the hair left intact by the time you 
are sixty-eight.” 

“Sit here,” ordered Rutherford. With one mighty push 
of his left hand he landed Davon in the big chair by the 
side of the telephone. “Now go ahead and talk to Joan.” 
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Davon took the receiver, sighed, rearranged his neat 
tie and only then said: “Hello.” 

“Well. . . . Well!” shouted Rutherford. “Aren’t you 
happy? Can’t you smile?” 

He was again his usual boisterous arrogant self, and he 
was resenting the familiarity and the indifference of the 
old trader. He expected to be praised and flattered, but 
instead he heard Davon mumble: 

“You do the smiling, and I’ll do the listening, if you 
don’t mind. . . . Sorry, Joan. I was not talking to you. 
I was answering that Indian friend of yours.” 

Davon listened carefully. Several times he nodded as 
if to say, “Well, what else do you expect from a politi- 
cian?” When Joan was through, he replaced the receiver 
on its hook slowly, waited a moment and then lifted it 
up again. 

“Operator, give me Westbury One Three Seven Nine. 
. . . Westbury, Long Island.” 

“Anyone I know, Earl ?” 

“I don’t think so, Stan. If you must know, I am call- 
ing the Canine Hospital at Westbury.” 

“A canine hospital?” 

“Not a canine hospital, but the Canine Hospital, Stan. 
The best in the world. Nothing like it anywhere under 
the sun, except perhaps that place in Munich.” 

“Of all the good-for-nothing half-wits — ” began Ruther- 
ford, but Davon was not listening. 

“The Canine Hospital? Earl Davon speaking. May I 
talk to Doctor Newman? Oh, hello, Doc. Didn’t recognize 
your voice. Getting old, you know, old and deaf and 
silly. How’s the patient, Doc? What? On your word 
of honor ? My, my, this is good news. ... I am mighty 
grateful to you, Doc. If at any time there is anything 
at all I can do for you, Doc, do not hesitate to call on 
your humble servant.” 

E ARL DAVON seemed a different man now. Jumping 
up in sprightly fashion, he crossed toward Rutherford 
and extended his hand. 

“Congratulate me, Stan! Saucy Puff has eaten a whole 
lamb chop, and is barking for his master. It’ll be some 
reunion tomorrow morning. Wouldn’t you just love to 
watch it?” 

“I’d love to crown you, you moron!” roared Rutherford. 
“Here I am, fighting with my back to the wall, trying to 
save your money and mine, and all you can think of is a 
cheap dirty dog! Do you imagine it was easy for me to 
trap that Western jackass? Do you imagine it was easy 
for me to risk every cent I have, to stake everything on 
the turn of a coin?” 

“Life has never been easy, Stan, but always interest- 
ing,” interposed Davon sententiously. 

“To hell with you and your sophistry, Earl! Answer 
me one question, answer, ‘Yes’ or ‘No.’ Are you going 
to stay in this room and dream about your dog and do 
nothing, or are you going to jump a plane and rush to 
New York and see to it that we get full benefit out of 
Harrow’s filibuster?” 

The little man studied his shoes for a moment. 

“The answer is ‘Yes’ and ‘No,’ my lad,” he announced. 
“I am going to stay in this room, and I am going to con- 
sider the welfare of Saucy Puff, but I do not expect to 
remain idle. It is not my present intention to jump a 
plane and rush to New York; but barring unexpected 
developments, we are bound to benefit considerably by the 
venerable Senator’s filibuster. Do I make myself clear, 
Stan?” 

“So much so, that I am going to leave you here to rot, 
and fly to New York myself.” 

Rutherford took off his dressing-gown, threw it on the 
floor in a rage and started for the bedroom. 

Davon chuckled. 

“A nice bit of acting, Stan. I owe you an orchid. By 
the way, what is the name of your butler?” 

“What has that got to do with the price of wheat?” 

He eyed the old trader suspiciously. Furious as he was, 
he still hoped that the little man had a trump up his 
sleeve. 

“Can’t you answer a simple question, Stan ?” 

“The name is James Smith.” 

“Perfect.” 

“What’s so perfect about it?” 

“This apartment is leased in his name, isn’t it ?” 

“What the hell—” 
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“Mr. James Smith of the Weymouth Hotel, Washington, 
D. C.” 

Earl Davon recited that address with relish. 

“Now tell me another thing, Stan: How is it that a 
man as suspicious as you are is not afraid that his butler 
would tell him to get out of the apartment and stay out?” 

“That’s plain silly, Earl. I have his power-of-attorney. 
I use his name for various transactions, some of them 
running into pretty substantial figures. But what has this 
got to — ” 

“You talk too much, Stan — talk too much and think too 
little. Now, put that dressing-gown of yours on like a 
good boy, take a chair, and try to keep your mouth shut 
while I do the talking.” 

Rutherford obeyed sulkily. 

“I still maintain, Earl — ” 

“That you ought to fly to New York and make a fool 
out of yourself? That’s the youth in you, Stan. Foolish- 
ness has always been and will always be the pen-name of 
youth.” 

D AVON toyed with his old-fashioned massive watch- 
chain for a few moments; then he began to speak 
quietly and gravely: 

“As I see it, Stan, Harrow’s filibuster is a two-edged 
sword in so far as we two are concerned. It may kill 
the bill bearing his name, but it may instead kill you and 
me and the stocks we are interested in. Don’t look so 
surprised. You know exactly what I mean. After a 
flurry of excitement caused by so sensational an event, 
the market will settle down to cool thinking, and will 
conclude, as it always does, that one swallow does not 
make a spring, and that there is more than one William 
W. Harrow in these United States. His filibuster will last 
a week at best; and when he is through, we’ll be exactly 
where we were before he swallowed our bait — trying to 
unload a portfolio of stocks threatened by the New Deal.” 

“But that’s what I say, Earl. That’s why I think we 
must do our unloading at once!” 

“You say nothing, Stan! You continue to be a good 
boy and listen to me ! I made and lost my first fortune in 
Wall Street years and years before you kissed your first 
girl.” 

“Which makes you older than Methuselah, Earl.” 
“Which makes me wiser than Stanley B. Rutherford, 
my lad. Now then, as I was going to say when I was 
interrupted by the shouts coming from the kindergarten, 
Harrow’s filibuster, taken in itself, is not enough for our 
purposes. We will use it as a weapon, of course; but 
we’ve got to have a good smoke-screen to cover our at- 
tack.” 

“You ought to know a thing or two about throwing 
smoke and selling hot air, Mr. Methuselah!” 

“You bet your pearl studs, I do. I am the smoke- 
screen!” 

“You mean to say you want to use your own name as 
a smoke-screen?” 

“Precisely, my lad. Do you know of a better smoke- 
screen than Earl Davon? Is there anything else in this 
Einsteinian universe of ours which would please Wall 
Street more than a possibility of bleeding Earl Davon 
white? Why, I am so popular with the boys downtown, 
that the poorest of them would gladly pay five hundred 
dollars to see me run over by a truck.” 

“So what is your plan, Earl?” asked Rutherford blunt- 
ly. He hated garrulous old men; and now that the vic- 
tory was within his grasp, he saw no reason why he 
should be over-civil with Earl Davon. He was willing to 
pay him for his services, pay handsomely; but he wished 
the little trader would remember that Rutherfords did 
not mix with Davons. 

“First of all,” said Davon, who enjoyed teasing his 
aristocratic host, “I want you to ring for Mr. James Smith 
and tell him to get me a plate of chicken soup.” 
“Chicken soup?” 

“With noodles, with plenty of noodles, Stan. Must 
obey the orders of my doctor, don’t you know. Always 
eat a plate of chicken soup with plenty of noodles around 
this time of the day. 

“Cut out the comedy, Earl.” 

“Comedy? Gladly. But not my luncheon.” 

Rutherford bit his lip and rang for James. 

A plate of chicken soup with noodles (with plenty of 
noodles) ordered, Davon resumed his recital. 


“Let us imagine, Stan, that instead of being what you 
are, a handsome young man with millions, you had to 
warm a chair in a stock-broker’s office, trying to squeeze 
your living out of a perfidious market. In other words, let 
us imagine that you are a small fry trading on a thin 
margin.” 

“Well?” 

“The rest is simplicity itself, Stan. What would you do 
if you suddenly heard that Senator William W. Harrow is 
filibustering against his own bill?” 

“I would say that the old chap had lost his mind.” 

“But would you rush to buy the N-V-T stocks?” 

“I doubt it. Chances are, I would be afraid to stake 
my few dollars on Harrow’s ability to stem the tide of the 
New Deal.” 

“Well spoken, my lad! Now let us imagine something 
else. What would you, a small fry trading on a thin 
margin, do if your customers’ man whispered to you that 
he had just learned from an unimpeachable source that 
Earl Davon got frightened by Harrow’s filibuster and is 
covering feverishly his short commitments in the N-V-T 
stocks ?” 

“I would naturally rush to buy the N-V-T stocks with 
an idea of re-selling them to Earl Davon.” 

“Up to the head of the class you go ! Walter Lippmann 
himself could not have reasoned it out better. One ques- 
tion more, and you get your diploma. How many small 
fry trading on a thin margin are there in the United 
States ?” 

“Hundreds of thousands. Perhaps millions.” 

“Shall we say at least two hundred thousand small fry ? 
Good. Now then, with your kind permission, I shall call 
up your faithful Mr. Nevins in the New York offices of 
the N-V-T Corporation, and ask him to buy for the ac- 
count of Mr. Earl Davon three hundred thousand shares 
of the N-V-T stocks.” 

Davon reached for the telephone. 

“Wait!” shouted Rutherford. “Who the hell wants to 
buy the N-V-T stocks?” 

“I do, Stan. There is no other way in which we can 
persuade Wall Street that I am really short three hun- 
dred thousand N-V-T shares.” 

“Wall Street be damned! Have you forgotten that we 
are trying to get rid of the N-V-T stocks, not to increase 
our holdings?” 

Davon laughed. He laughed so heartily that tears 
began to roll down his pale withered cheeks. 

“My dear boy, my dear boy!” he shrieked between his 
paroxysms of laughter. “If I had a mind like yours, I’d 
be keeping my money in Aunt Agatha’s stocking!” 

He wiped his tears with a neat silk handkerchief, 
smelling of lavender and patted Rutherford on the knee 
gently. 

“Don’t get mad, my lad. It’s really not my fault that 
you spend too much time with your horses. Naturally, 
we are not going to limit our transactions to buying three 
hundred thousand shares of N-V-T. While your Mr. 
Nevins will be buying that many shares for the account 
of Mr. Earl Davon, your equally trustworthy Messrs. 
Timothy and Victor will be selling a triple amount for the 
account of Mr. James Smith, that disgracefully slow Eng- 
lish butler who makes my stomach yell for the long-since- 
overdue plate of chicken soup with noodles.” 

A LIGHT dawned on Rutherford. He swore at himself 
for not having grasped Davon’s plan more quickly. 
“In other words, Earl — ” 

“In other words, my boy, Earl Davon will be doing what 
he is always doing. Selling when people think he is buy- 
ing, and buying when people are convinced he is selling.” 

“And we’ll get rid of every one of our six hundred 
thousand shares!” 

“Long before the closing gong. And the beauty of it 
all is, Stan, that not a blessed soul in Wall Street will 
ever believe you that Earl Davon was not caught short 
of the N-V-T stocks. Even if Mr. James Smith himself 
should swear on a stack of Bibles!” 

He stopped short and watched with fascination the 
sight of a silver tray in the doorway. 

“Good old soup ! Dear old soup!” 

“Don’t you think, Earl, you should telephone your or- 
ders to New York first and eat afterward?” 

“That’s where you are wrong again, sweetheart. Both 
soup and Wall Street must be eaten hot, very hot. And 
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while my dear old soup is sizzling hot right now, Wall 
Street needs another half-hour to reach the boiling-point.” 

“It’s twenty to two, Earl. In another half-hour — ” 

“It will be ten minutes past two. And the Stock Ex- 
change closes at three sharp. Elementary, my dear 
Watson!” 

Mr. Davon rubbed his frail hands and winked at Mr. 
James Smith. 

“How are the noodles, James ?” 

“They appear to be satisfactory, sir.” 

“You are a master of under-statement, James. They 
smell positively elegant to me.” 

Davon ate with avidity. His face shone. His small 
body was tense. When nothing was left on the plate but 
a few lonely noodles, he gathered them on a fork labo- 
riously and swallowed them with dispatch. Then he drew 
a long breath. “That was a dandy lunch- 
eon, Stan,” he said gratefully. 

“Won’t you have something else, Earl?” 
asked Rutherford with a mixture of dis- 
gust and amusement. 

“What else can I have, Stan?” 

“Anything you want. A steak, a chop, a 
piece of apple pie, a — ” 

“Stop it — stop it! Don’t you know that 
doctors don’t even allow me to look at solid 
food?” 

Rutherford turned his face away to hide 
a smile. That was a damn’ good joke on 
the old trader, he thought, not to be able to 
buy, with all his millions, anything besides 
a plate of chicken soup with noodles. 



Chapter Thirteen 


CONSTANCE BACON 


B' 


► UT I must see him, I must, I’m telling 

you. It’s a matter of life and death!” Constance 
pleaded — but the colored attendant standing on guard at 
the door of the cloak-room was not impressed. 

“Sorry, lady. No one but the Senators are permitted 
to enter by this door.” 

“Is there any other door ?” 

“No, lady, there is no other door.” 

He grinned amiably, and Constance misunderstood his 
smile for a willingness to compromise with the rules. 

“I will give you this,” she whispered, thrusting a 
twenty-dollar bill into his side pocket, “if you let me go 
in there and talk to Senator Harrow for just one minute.” 

The colored attendant drew to his full height. 

“I am no grafter, lady. I get paid by the U. S. Govern- 
ment.” 

He took the twenty-dollar bill out of his pocket and 
handed it back to Constance solemnly. 

“I did not mean to bribe you. I simply thought — ” 

She swallowed the rest of her sentence and rushed away 
hurriedly. A second more, and she would have bumped 
straight into Joan, who was crossing the lobby on her 
way back from the telephone-booth. Fast as Constance 
was, Joan recognized her leopard-skin jacket and black 
velvet beret. 

“Connie — Connie !” 

The girl made a dash for the Press elevator. 

“Connected with a newspaper, lady?” 

“Yes,” she lied bravely. “Portland Dispatch.” 

The elevator man had never heard of such a news- 
paper, but he did not feel like cross-examining a pretty 
girl. He closed the door and took his passenger up. 

Constance breathed easier. That was a narrow es- 
cape, all right. She could not have trusted herself if Joan 
had caught up with her. Chaotic as her thoughts were, 
she knew that she should avoid Joan. She would have 
struck that beautiful well-groomed face if she’d had to 
look at it. She would have scratched those ever-begging 
green eyes if they dared to meet hers. And violence 
would have been of no help now, when that poor old man 
had already stuck his veined neck into the noose. 

"I must see him. I must see him and talk to him,” 
she said to herself as she was walking along the corridor 
of the Press Gallery, past shouting, chewing, laughing 
men and rows of clicking typwriters. At the entrance to 
the gallery itself she hesitated and stood still. She was 
afraid to walk in, for fear that she would be denounced 
as an impostor. She looked around helplessly, hoping to 


catch a glimpse of a familiar face, but the news-gatherers 
were busily slaughtering Senator Harrow, and paid no at- 
tention to the tall slender girl in a leopard-skin jacket. 

Their comments were merciless : 

“The old bird must be in his dotage.” 

“They’ll tar and feather him for it when he gets back 
home.” 

“Of all the dead-cats, he certainly gets the cake.” 

“The mug’s dead, has been dead for years; but they 
forgot to mail him the notice.” 

“Remember the Dayton trial? Well, Harrow is one of 
those monkeys that Clarence did not get out of the 
branches by Christmas.” 

“If he had the intelligence of a cockroach, he’d have 
pleaded illness and let some other sap report his bill.” 

“Wait till they hear about it in the White House. 
Won’t Louis Howe hit the ceiling!” 

“He was weaned on horse’s feathers, I’m 
telling you!” 

“Did you get a load of Mawson asking 
the old goof whether he was writing his 
own post-mortem?” 

“Mawson’s rotten too. Lousy with dough 
and talks about the Constitution.” 

Connie listened to the Fourth Estate’s 
profanity absent-mindedly. The more they 
cursed Senator Harrow, the more she want- 
ed to see him and talk to him. He was the 
only one who would understand her. Joan 
was horrible. She would simply laugh if 
Connie tried to plead with her. As for 
Jim — no, no, no! She was willing to suffer 
any punishment rather than confess to Jim. 
He was, no doubt, looking for her all over 
the Senate now, wondering what on earth 
had happened to her, but that could not be 
helped. Let him look all over the Senate, 
let him try to locate her at home, let him call up every 
hotel in Washington — let him do anything and everything, 
provided she could be alone, provided she was not sitting 
by the side of the boy whose father she’d helped to mur- 
der ! 

“Step on it, sister, step on it!” bellowed a huge fat 
newspaper man, rushing past Connie. “The curtain is 
up. Act Two of the Greatest Show on Earth is about 
to begin!” 

She followed him timidly. There being no one at the 
door to demand her credentials, she entered the Press 
Gallery unmolested, and hid herself behind the massive 
shoulders of her new friend. She could hear every word 
said on the floor below, and she was safe from being 
spotted by Joan or Jim. 

“Senators will resume their seats.” 

T HE Chair rapped for order sharply, and gave the 
Honorables a look of haughty challenge. Much to his 
surprise, the twenty minutes’ recess made his task easier. 
Having registered their hurt feelings for the purposes of 
the front page and the Congressional Record, the Senators 
were willing to behave in a more gentlemanly fashion. 
“Mr. President!” 

“For what purpose does Senator Mawson arise?” 

“Mr. President, I wish to be informed whether there is 
anything in the Rules and Regulations of this august body 
permitting the author of a bill under debate to conduct 
a filibuster against his own bill ?” 

“May I answer the gentleman’s question?” asked Har- 
row, who was again standing in the aisle, a few feet from 
the Vice-Presidential desk. 

“Order, order!” frowned the Chair. “It is the duty and 
the privilege of the presiding officer of the Senate to an- 
swer pertinent questions of its members.” 

A few chuckles in the Press Gallery greeted the word 
“pertinent,” and the Chair smiled ever so slightly. 

“With the kind permission of the gentlemen of the 
press,” continued the hapless warrior behind the Vice- 
Presidential desk, “the Chair will endeavor to answer the 
question of Senator Mawson. As is only too well known 
to the Senator, the United States Senate, unlike the House 
of Representatives, does not possess a set of definite Rules 
and Regulations. It does what it pleases and when it 
pleases. Once a Senator has been recognized by the floor, 
he can criticize bills under debate, he can introduce new 
bills, he can conduct a filibuster, he can in fact follow the 
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dictates of his fancy with no danger whatsoever of being 
interrupted by his colleagues or stopped by the Chair.” 

‘‘But Mr. President,” persisted Senator Mawson, who 
felt highly pleased with himself, having spent the recess 
in front of two camera-men representing a powerful chain 
of newspapers, “aren’t the members of this august body 
entitled to draw a line somewhere ? Isn’t it their preroga- 
tive to refuse the privileges of the floor to a Senator 
filibustering against his own bill ?” 

The Chair opened his mouth to answer Senator Mawson, 
but just then Senator Dodd arose. 

“May I second the excellently worded objection entered 
by my venerable friend?” 

“Both Senators will be seated,” ruled the Chair heated- 
ly. “Having recognized Senator William W. Harrow, your 
presiding officer is compelled to defend his right to hold 
the floor.” 

Senators Mawson and Dodd bowed to the 
Chair and proceeded toward the exit. Vet- 
erans of many a Congressional battle, they 
had known well in advance what the ruling 
of the Chair would be, but they had to con- 
sider the taste of the editorial writers back 
home. Their departure from the Chamber 
served as signal for a general exodus. Two 
minutes later Harrow found himself alone 
on the floor. The galleries were still 
jammed, curious to watch a filibuster, but 
the Senators preferred to spend the after- 
noon in answering their mail. Even the 
leader of Harrow’s party got up and left as 
soon as he heard the old Don Quixote’s 
opening remark. The presiding officer 
picked up a newspaper from his desk, set- 
tled in his chair comfortably, and never 
evidenced the slightest interest in what the 
filibustering Senator was saying. 

“Mr. President!” Harrow could not see the man he was 
addressing because of the newspaper spread in front of 
the presiding officer’s face, but this embarrassing circum- 
stance failed to diminish his fervor. “I am a novice in 
this game. What I know about the technique of a fili- 
buster is very little, indeed. I remember reading the de- 
scription of filibusters conducted many years ago by such 
luminaries of Capitol Hill as former Senator James Reed 
of Missouri and the late Senator Robert La Follette, 
Senior. It is my understanding that those gentlemen 
spent the time in reading excerpts from the Bible, Shake- 
speare and the daily newspapers. With all due respect to 
them, I do not intend to follow their example. I trust 
that you, Mr. President, are as good a student of the 
Holy Book and Shakespeare as I am, and there would be a 
small point in reading excerpts from newspapers to a man 
who is reading one himself.” 

“Say, that’s a pretty good crack,” approved Connie’s fat 
friend. “I bet you a liverwurst sandwich it’s going to 
rile the Chair.” 

The liverwurst sandwich could have been Connie’s for 
the asking. The Chair did not budge, and went on read- 
ing his newspaper. 

"TV 1 R. PRESIDENT!” Harrow raised his head and sur- 
1V1 veyed the packed galleries. “Somewhere there, 
up in one of these galleries, you can find if you look for 
them, a group of sadly disappointed men. They come 
from my home town. I have known them for over forty 
years. They are good Americans. They are humble till- 
ers of the soil. Had it not been for their support and en- 
couragement, I would not have been today a United 
States Senator. My heart bleeds for them. They have 
spent their savings in order that they could buy their rail- 
road tickets and be present here today. They expected to 
witness the triumph of the man whom they loved and who 
loved them. They found a stranger! There is a real 
heartbreak for you, Mr. President. There is real tragedy 
for you, my countrymen. To believe in a man, to help him 
surmount well-nigh insurmountable obstacles, to share 
with him his sorrows, to protect him against soft-spoken 
enemies and clumsy friends, and then to discover that they 
have been wrong all along, that they loved and cherished 
and respected a monster! It is for their sake, for the 
sake of those strange figures from the plains of the West, 
that I am going to tell my story. My life is in their 
hands. I do not wish to sway their judgment, but I do 


hope that when I have finished my somber recital, they 
will agree with me that there was no other way. You 
hear me, Mr. President? There was no other way!” 

The Chair shifted his feet and turned the page of the 
newspaper. The Diplomatic Gallery was emptying rap- 
idly, and shouts of laughter were coming through the half- 
closed door of the cloak-room. 

They were having the time of their lives, those unsung 
heroes of the cloak-room. Never in their wildest dreams 
did they expect that the old Don Quixote would prove to 
be such an easy and eager victim. 

“Mark my words, gentlemen!” Senator Mawson was 
choking with happiness. “Mark my words, I say. . . . 
By nightfall he is going to be the most unpopular man 
ever to occupy a seat in the Senate. His former friends 
will turn on him like a pack of hyenas ; and as for his foes ! 

Well, I wouldn’t be surprised if they close 
the Stock Exchange tomorrow and declare 
a National Laughing Holiday.” 

“Wait — wait!” Senator Dodd was wav- 
ing his hands and clamoring for universal 
attention. “Here’s ten to one that he won’t 
be able to hold the floor for another twenty- 
four hours.” 

There were no takers. Senator Dodd’s 
colleagues knew entirely too much about 
the technique of a filibuster to put their 
money on a man who expected to hold the 
floor without the benefit of the Bible. 

“Don’t be a piker, Dodd. Make it one 
thousand to one.” 

“Make it one million to one.” 

“What are you trying to do, Dodd, steal 
our hard-earned dollars?” 

“Pretty smart, aren’t you?” 

“What kind of suckers do you think we 
are?” 

“The man hasn’t been born yet who can keep a filibuster 
going without quoting from the Book of Numbers. . . . 
Remember, Duveteen, that stunt of yours — when you 
held the floor for five hours, reading over and over the 
first Chapter of the Book of Numbers?” 

Senator Duveteen smiled modestly. 

“Do I remember it? Rather! ... I can still recite that 
blessed chapter by heart. ‘And these are the names of the 
men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; 
Elizur the son of Shedeur. Of Simeon : Shelumiel the son 
of Zurishaddai. Of Judah: Nahshon the son of Ammina- 
dab— ’ ” 

“Good for you, old boy!” 

“How about the children of Joseph, Duveteen?” asked 
Senator Mawson enviously. Although an old hand at fili- 
busters, he could never master the exotic names of the 
Book of Numbers. 

“The children of Joseph? That’s easy, Mawson. Elisha- 
ma the son of Ammihud, and Gamaliel the son of Pedah- 
zur. Who used to catch me was that fellow Ahiezer the 
son of Ammishaddai. . . .” 

The Honorables roared approvingly and even Mawson 
had to admit, if reluctantly, that his dear friend Duveteen 
bowed to no one in Washington when it came to reciting 
the first chapter of the Book of Numbers by heart. 

“As for myself,” he said modestly, “give me Psalm One 
Hundred and Forty-five any day of the year. ‘I will extol 
thee, my God, O King, and I will bless Thy name for ever 
and ever.’ ” 

“What golden words! What mighty words!” beamed 
Senator Dodd. “I am of your opinion, Mawson. Nothing 
in the world like that beautiful Psalm. Makes me think of 
thirty years ago when I was filibustering against one of 
Teddy Roosevelt’s anti-trust bills. ‘Every day will I bless 
Thee ; and I will praise Thy name for ever and ever. Great 
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised ; and His greatness 
is unsearchable.’ ” 

He would undoubtedly have recited the whole Psalm, 
but Senator Duveteen was holding the center of the stage 
tenaciously. 

“Psalms are all right,” he said, cutting Dodd short, “but 
you must remember that the folks back home might resent 
your using them for filibustering purposes. That’s where 
the beauty of the Book of Numbers comes in. Fancy any- 
one bothering about the tribe of Reuben!” 

“How about editorials from the New England papers?” 

Duveteen shook his head. 
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“Too short, my friends. Too short and not enough pun- 
ishment for your opposition. No one is afraid of the man 
reading the Boston Transcript aloud. Give them the Book 
of Numbers, I say. Give it to them good and plenty, and 
the first thing you know, they’ll be begging for mercy and 
willing to compromise. Why, I remember the time when I 
was fighting the Sugar Bill — ” 

And Senator Harrow was talking. Talking to the rows 
of unoccupied desks. Talking to “Mr. President,” who was 
shifting restlessly behind his newspaper. Talking to the 
empty benches of the galleries. Talking to the humanity- 
at-large that was to discover his existence the next morn- 
ing, and forget about it the morning after. 


Chapter Fourteen 

T HE first flash about the Harrow filibuster came over 
the Dow-Jones ticker at fifteen minutes past one. 

The late lunchers in the Congressional Restaurant were 
still wondering as to the nature of the riot in the Senate 
Chamber, while two hundred miles away, at Number 
Eleven Wall Street, disheveled brokers were already 
stampeding the pole of public utilities with a cry : 

“Earl Davon is caught. . . . Earl Davon is covering!” 
By one-twenty p. m. the stocks controlled by the N-V-T 
Corporation regained their morning losses. 

By one-fifty they were up from six to ten points. 

At two-ten, there being no sellers, the trading in the 
N-V-T stocks had to be stopped until such a moment 
as the offerings would be forthcoming. 

A few old traders shook their heads disparagingly and 
said that the damn’ thing was a phony, that it had been 
either staged by Davon himself or had nothing to do with 
him at all. But Wall Street was in no mood to listen to 
the old traders. 

Didn’t everybody know that Davon was short of N-V-T 
stock ? 

Wasn’t he openly accused of it by the directors of the 
N-V-T Corporation in their wire to the ninety-six Sena- 
tors ? "* 

And wasn’t it plain common sense to buy stock now, 
when that blankety-blank Earl Davon would have to cover 
his staggering short commitments? 

“Remember the old ditty,” people were saying on all 
sides: “ ‘He who sells what isn’t his’n, must buy it back 
or go to prison.’ 

“Wouldn’t it be too bad if the little so-and-so had to 
become one of Warden Lawes’ graduates?” 

“Sing Sing is too good for him. He belongs in At- 
lanta. Let him watch the trends in company with A1 
Capone.” 

“He ought to be glad now he bought that lousy wire- 
haired terrier! If the worst comes to the worst, he can 
dine on the bones buried by the dog.” 

“Remember the Big Break ? Remember how he laughed 
at us? Remember how he boasted of his marvelous fore- 
sight?” 

“This’ll teach him a damn’ good lesson. It’ll take every 
cent of his gold hoard to buy back those three hundred 
thousand shares.” 

“Yes sir. He’ll be lucky if they let him out for three 
million dollars.” 

“Three million dollars, nothing! At the rate those 
babies are going up, it’ll cost him at least twenty bucks 
per share to cover.” 

“Well, A1 Smith won’t charge him much for jumping 
off the Empire State Building.” 

“Won’t break my heart if he does jump off somewhere.” 

I T would have tickled Earl Davon’s impish sense of hu- 
mor to read a stenographic report of these heartfelt 
comments, but unfortunately Messrs. Nevins, Victor and 
Timothy were too busy to shorthand the palaver of Wall 
Street. Phones in hand, eyes glued on the ticker, they 
were transferring to half a dozen brokers what would have 
struck a naive outsider as utterly contradictory orders. 

Mr. Nevins was buying, buying the N-V-T stocks, buy- 
ing in lots of five thousand shares, buying in the name of 
Earl Davon. 

Messrs. Victor and Timothy were selling, selling the 
N-V-T stocks, selling in lots of five thousand shares, sell- 
ing in the name of Mr. James Smith, the erstwhile lessee 
of the duplex apartment on the top floor of the Weymouth. 


The brokers executing the orders in the name of Earl 
Davon were reminded each time a new five-thousand- 
share lot was bought, that “not a soul must know about 
this transaction.” And so were the brokers working for 
Mr. James Smith. 

Each one of those brokers, being a man with a wide 
circle of acquaintances, let in on the secret from fifty to 
one hundred intimate friends, with the result that by 
two-thirty P. M. every runner in Wall Street knew that 
Earl Davon was “covering feverishly,” but that a mys- 
terious bear operator by the name of James Smith was un- 
willing to concede defeat and was “selling ’em all they 
wanted.” 

Had the brokers acting on behalf of Earl Davon 
matched his buying slips with the selling slips showered 
by the brokers representing Mr. James Smith, Wall Street 
would have discovered that for each five thousand shares 
bought by the former, there were fifteen thousand shares 
sold by the latter. Had Wall Street been permitted to 
listen in on the whispered remarks exchanged between the 
three resident partners of the N-V-T Corporation, it would 
have been a sadder and wiser thoroughfare. 

As it was, no one thought of matching the slips, and no 
discoveries were made until several weeks later. 

Following the instructions received from the duplex 
apartment on the top floor of the Weymouth, Mr. Nevins 
saw to it that each one of the buying orders put in by him 
in the name of Earl Davon reached the floor of the Stock 
Exchange at least two minutes ahead of the correspond- 
ing selling order transacted in the name of Mr. James 
Smith. 

“Buy five thousand at the market,” he would shout in 
the mouthpiece, winking at Messrs. Timothy and Victor. 

His order, reflashed to his brokers’ representative on the 
floor of the Exchange, would originate a new outburst of 
enthusiasm among the traders. 

“Earl Davon’s broker is bidding for another five thou- 
sand shares!” 

“The old skunk is sinking!” 

“It’s an S. O. S., pure and simple.” 

“I bid half a point above the market for one hundred 
N-V-T.” 

“Three quarters of a point above the market for five 
hundred N-V-T.” 

“A point above the market for one thousand N-V-T.” 

W ITHIN the next minute the perspiring specialist in 
the N-V-T stocks would proclaim in a hoarse voice 
that he had received bids for twenty thousand shares, all 
of them “above the market,” and that there were no offer- 
ings on his books. 

Then, and only then, the selling order of Mr. James 
Smith would reach the floor, and would be taken in a split 
second by a crowd of hysterical traders in wilted collars, 
bent on slaughtering “that old skunk Davon.” 

By two-thirty-five P. M. Mr. James Smith succeeded in 
unloading over two hundred thousand shares, while Mr. 
Davon, hampered in his buying by the bitter competition 
of all Wall Street, managed to obtain but a little over 
thirty thousand shares. 

Cognizant as Earl Davon was of the unfailing magic 
of his name, even he was startled by such spectacular re- 
sults. He expected to sell three shares for each one 
bought, but instead of it the proportion was better than 
six to one. 

“Careful, my lad,” he warned Mr. Nevins at two-thirty- 
seven p. m. “This is a runaway market. I always knew 
the boys disliked me, but it seems that they are willing 
to dig my grave with their own teeth. As I understand 
it, deducting the thirty thousand shares bought in my 
name, we have unloaded so far one hundred and seventy 
thousand shares. This leaves us but four hundred and 
thirty thousand shares to sell. So see to it that we 
don’t sell more than we really have.” 

His warning was timely. At the sound of the closing 
gong, with the ticker running fully thirty minutes behind 
the market, the brokers representing Mr. James Smith had 
sold for his account six hundred and seventy thousand 
shares against sixty-five thousand shares bought by the 
brokers of Earl Davon. This meant that not only was 
every one of Rutherford’s six hundred thousand N-V-T 
shares sold, but that he was by then short five thousand 
shares. 

“Sorry, boss,” apologized Mr. Timothy, “but there was 


148 


no way to stop those brokers. They’d be still selling if it 
had not been for the closing gong.” 

There was no sound on the other end of the long-dis- 
tance wire. 

Dropping the receiver on the floor, his hair disheveled, 
collarless and speechless, Stanley Rutherford lifted the 
protesting Mr. Davon out of the big chair and hugged 
him in his powerful arms. 

“Let go of me! Let go of me, Stan,” muttered the old 
trader. “Strict orders of the doctors. I am not supposed 
to move for two hours after a meal.” 

“To hell with your doctors and your meal ! I’ll buy you 
a real meal. I’ll cook you a soup out of the prize-winning 
hen.” 

“Hens don’t make good soup, Stan.” 

“Oh, shut up — you and your soup!” 

Rutherford dropped the old fellow to the floor un- 
ceremoniously, and rushed to his desk. 

He broke four pencils before he could steady his hand. 
He was choking with happiness as he wrote down the long 
rows of figures. 

“Fifteen thousand shares sold at sixty-two and one 
eighth. . . . Fifteen thousand at sixty-four and a half. . . . 
Fifteen thousand at sixty-six and a quarter. . . . Fifteen 
thousand at — ” 

“I’ll save you the trouble, my lad,” remarked Davon, 
who was watching the young man ironically. “Allowing 
a reserve of one hundred thousand dollars for the repur- 
chase of the five thousand shares which those giddabiddies 
sold short for us, we have made today, roughly speaking, 
nine million, two hundred thousand three hundred and 
fifty-four dollars and a few odd cents — ” 

Roughly speaking! 

Stanley Rutherford threw his sheet of paper up in the 
air and laughed uproariously. 

“Davon, you are priceless ! There never will be another 
old codger like you!” 

“You are right, Stan,” replied the little man seriously. 
“ ‘They shall come no more, those old men with beautiful 
manner.’ ” 

“Who had said that, Earl?” 

“No one you would know. Ezra Pound the poet.” 

“Does he like chicken soup with noodles ?” 

Earl Davon shook his head sadly. Polo-players and 
fullbacks always distressed him. Saucy Puff had more 
brains in one of his little paws than the whole generation 
of Rutherfords in their classical heads. 

“I’ll be going now, Stan.” 

“Don’t be a fool. Stay right where you are. We’ll 
celebrate tonight.” 

“You will, but I won’t. I am taking the four o’clock 
for New York. I will deposit your check at the Guaranty 
Trust tomorrow, the moment I get the money from the 
brokers. Thanks for the meal, Stan.” 

He got up, waved with his diminutive withered hand in 
Rutherford’s direction, and walked out, muttering under 
his breath: 

“They shall come no more 
Those old men with beautiful manner — •” 

Curiously enough, Rutherford felt that it would be use- 
less to try to stop him. 

“Funny little beggar!” he thought, ringing the bell 
for James to help Davon with his coat. “Thanks me for 
a plate of chicken soup after having rescued my fortune 
and made nine million dollars for the two of us! Must 
be jealous of my youth and my good looks.” 

He cast a glance at the wall-mirror opposite him, and 
smiled. 

“Operator,” he said, lifting the receiver, “call up the 
French Line and find out when is the next sailing of the 
lie de France.” 

He visualized the royal suite on “A” Deck with the 
private veranda, and his pulse began to beat faster. Joan 
was the only woman he knew who looked desirable at 
breakfast in the mid-Atlantic. 


Chapter Fifteen 

M RS. HARROW was lunching at the Mayflower. For 
the first time in her life she had a date with a man 
other than her husband. Her escort, the blue-chinned sec- 
retary of a South American legation, whom she had met 


the night before at Joan’s, made her wait for him fifty 
minutes, but she did not mind waiting. 

It was fun to sit in the lobby of a swanky hotel where 
everybody who was anybody dropped in between twelve 
and two. 

Her new white-and-red chiffon dress purchased just 
that morning at a sale in Sixteenth Street was tight 
around the hips and under the arms, but it brought into 
relief the shining waves of her recently marceled hair. 
At least, that was what the manageress of the shop had 
told her when she hesitated whether she should take it or 
try on something a bit larger: 

“Madame must consider her beautiful hair. Nothing 
brings one’s hair into relief better than this adorable com- 
bination of white and red.” 

It was strange that nobody back home had ever com- 
mented on the beauty of her hair, and it reaffirmed her 
belief that she belonged in Washington. A luncheon date 
with a good-looking diplomat, a dinner engagement at the 
British Embassy — she could see how it would read in the 
Prairie Herald: 

“Our Washington correspondent advises us that among 
the society folks most feted in the National Capital is Mrs. 
William W. Harrow, the wife of our own Senator Bill. 
Her company is eagerly sought by the plenipotentiaries of 
the great European powers, and she bids fair to become a 
permanent fixture of the exclusive gala events.” 

I ET them laugh that off, those silly hens playing bridge 
at Mrs. Fossbright’s ! None of them had ever been 
farther east than Chicago; and as for hobnobbing with 
the British Ambassador — Mrs. Harrow chuckled loudly. 
The two heavy-jawed men sitting opposite her winked at 
each other understandingly. 

“While Papa is slaying ’em in the Senate, Mamma is 
having a hell of a good time at the Mayflower,” whispered 
one of them, a famous lobbyist specializing in protective 
tariffs for the home industries. 

“Hell of a good time is right,” answered his companion. 
“Take a peep at her dress. It must be at least three sizes 
too small for the old hippopotamus!” 

Mrs. Harrow met their stares with indifference. It was 
only natural, she decided, that people should be inter- 
ested in a woman accepted by the British Embassy. She 
opened her brand-new red leather bag and produced a 
cigarette. 

“Permit me, madame!” The maitre d’hotel standing at 
the entrance to the dining-room made a dash toward her 
with a match. 

“Thanks,” she said blushingly. 

“Not at all, Mrs. Harrow.” 

“Oh, you know me!” 

“Certainly, madame. May I ask you, madame, whether 
you have just come from the Senate?” 

“Certainly not. What would I be doing in the Senate?” 
The maitre d’hotel looked disappointed. He had thought 
he could glean a few bits of inside information about the 
filibuster. He retreated hurriedly. 

The blue-chinned young man appeared in the lobby at 
the stroke of two. 

“A thousand pardons, madame!” He kissed her plump 
hand reverently. “I know I am late, but when I made an 
appointment with you, I did not expect that the Ambassa- 
dor would wish me to attend the session of the Senate.” 
“I forgive you, monsieur.” 

She had been rehearsing that “monsieur” since nine 
o’clock in the morning, and she thought she pronounced 
it quite elegantly, but her escort was too starved to com- 
pliment her on her French. 

“How does it feel, madame,” he asked after he had 
ordered their luncheon, — ordered it rather perfunctorily, 
in the estimation of Mrs. Harrow, — “to be married to a 
national figure?” 

She scrutinized his face suspiciously. Was he, by any 
chance, trying to kid her? 

“American men are all alike,” she said with a deep sigh, 
hoping that this would score with him as heavily as it had 
with the French count at Joan’s. “It’s either business or 
politics. I do wish I were married to a foreigner.” 

“What a strange thing to wish, for one whose husband 
has just shaken the Senate to its foundations!” 

“You mean his speech? Did he finally deliver it? 
Thank God for that ! I thought he would never get it out 
of his system.” 


The blue-chinned young man pricked up his ears. 

“How interesting ! The Ambassador would love to hear 
about it. Would you consent, madame? I really hesitate 
to ask you on such short notice — but it will make me most 
happy if you say yes.” 

“Why don’t you tell me, then, what it is all about?” 
encouraged Mrs. Harrow, curving her generously painted 
lips in an almost Gretagarboish fashion. 

“You must promise first that you will say yes.” 

“All right, monsieur. I promise it.” 

“The Ambassador wants you to honor him with your 
presence at tea this afternoon.” 

H ER hand shook, and she dropped a forkful of kidney 
saute on her new white-and-red chiffon dress. Two 
embassies in a single day! The Prairie Herald would be 
sure to have it on the front page ! 

“Remember, madame, you have promised 
to accept!” 

“I will keep my promise, monsieur,” she 
whispered. 

“Bravo! Bravo, madame! I have al- 
ways claimed that the really important peo- 
ple are the easiest to approach.” 

Mrs. Harrow merely nodded. This was 
too much. She felt overwhelmed. “Really 
important people!” That’s how Washing- 
ton was rating her! She wished that im- 
possible husband of hers were present and 
listening to this adorable young man. He 
and his ridiculous speech! 

“Will you make me still another promise, 
madame?” 

He touched her sleeve with his long- 
nailed fingers. She had never thought so 
much tenderness could be communicated by 
such a slight touch. 

“I am at your mercy, monsieur. I am your guest.” 
“Please, don’t say that. I want you to do something for 
me, but I want you to do it of your own free will, not 
because I have bought you this thoroughly inadequate 
luncheon.” 

She murmured her protests. The luncheon was the 
best luncheon she had ever eaten. 

“You are too kind, madame.” 

He brought his face closer to hers, and then said as if 
summarizing the situation: 

“So, with your gracious permission, madame, I will tell 
the Ambassador that you have agreed not only to come 
to tea this afternoon, but to relate to him the inside story 
of the great Harrow filibuster.” 

“The great Harrow what?” 

“I said the great Harrow filibuster, madame.” 

“Oh, you mean that time back in the ’nineties when 
he deadlocked our State Convention.” 

The blue-chinned young man gasped. 

“You are joking, madame. You have a delightful sense 
of humor.” 

She had a vague feeling that her host was displeased 
with her, but she could not understand why. Had she 
said something that she shouldn’t have ? 

“Please do not tease me, madame,” he said after a pause. 
“You will tell the Ambassador the inside story of the 
filibuster, won’t you ? It will help me a great deal if you 
do. It may mean a promotion for me.” 

“I wish I knew what you are talking about, monsieur. 
What inside story? What filibuster? If it’s about that 
State convention — ” 

His eyes threatened to jump out of their sockets and 
land right in front of her, on the top of her ice-cream. 

“You mean to say,” he stuttered, “that you have not 
yet heard of your husband’s filibuster! Oh, my God, my 
God!” 

“What’s eating him ?” wondered Mrs. Harrow, watching 
the calisthenics of her moaning escort. Foreigners were 
funny, she decided, seeing that the young man did not 
volunteer to resume the conversation. 

“I don’t take much stock in politics,” she said resent- 
fully. “How am I to know what Bill is up to, when I 
spent the whole morning shopping? I have lots of things 
to do besides keeping my eye on Bill and his monkey- 
shines.” 

“But didn’t you say, madame, didn’t you say only a few 
minutes ago, that you were glad that your husband had 
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got it out of his system? I heard you say that with my 
own ears.” 

“Sure, I said that — but I meant his foolish speech; I 
knew nothing about the filibuster. What is he filibuster- 
ing against, anyway?” 

The young man got up tremblingly. 

“You will excuse me, madame,” he said, “but I have 
just remembered that I have an important telephone-call 
to make.” 

Mrs. Harrow opened her bag. She rather hoped that 
the maitre d’hotel would appear from nowhere with a 
lighted match and a comforting smile, but the maitre 
d’hotel was busy around the hot appetizers, and was 
paying no further attention to the huge lady in white and 
red. She put the cigarette aside and picked up the menu. 
“Lobster Thermidore. . . . Escallope de veau Liegoise. . . . 

Coquille aux Champignons. . . . Rhum Ba- 
ba.” She did not have the foggiest notion 
what these exotic names could possibly 
mean, and she repeated them to herself in a 
whisper. It struck her as a good idea to 
write a letter to Mrs. Fossbright and tell 
her — oh, ever so casually — that Lobster 
Thermidore was the only lobster worth eat- 
ing. She turned her head, looking for a 
waiter, and she saw her son. 

“Why, Mother!” 

She went crimson. 

“Have you had your lunch, Jim?” 

This was not a very clever thing to ask 
at three o’clock in the afternoon, but for 
the moment she could think of nothing bet- 
ter. How was she going to explain to Jim 
her presence at the Mayflower? Blame it 
all on Joan? Or pretend that she was act- 
ing as a chaperon ? 

“A funny thing happened, Jim.” 

He cut her short. 

“Have you seen Connie, Mother?” 

She hesitated, and he raised his voice: 

“Don’t lie, Mother! She was here, wasn’t she?” 

Only now she noticed that he had his topcoat and hat 
on. 

“You are in a public place, Jim,” she said in a shocked 
voice. 

“To hell with the public place! Answer my question! 
Have you or have you not seen Connie? I can’t find her 
anywhere — anywhere, I tell you! She told me to wait 
for her in the Congressional Gallery, but that was nearly 
two hours ago.” 

“Oh, you’ve been to the Senate?” 

“Never mind the Senate, Mother. Have you or have you 
not seen Connie?” 

Mrs. Harrow stiffened indignantly. 

“Don’t you holler at me, Jim Harrow. If you want to 
talk to me, take off your hat and sit down.” 

“Now, listen — ” he began. 

“Excuse me, sir. A message for Madame.” 

A diminutive bellboy brushed past Jim unceremoni- 
ously. 

“It must be from Connie, Mother. I know it’s from 
her!” 

Jim grabbed the envelope from the silver tray before 
his mother could reach it, and tore it open with trembling 
hands. 

“I don’t understand it, Mother. . . . It’s not Connie’s 
handwriting. See if you can understand it.” 

She read the message slowly. 

“Well? Well?” he prompted. 

Her jaw fell. 

“It’s a— a personal message, Jim.” 

“You lie — you lie! It must be from some one — from 
some one who knows where Connie is. You have no right 
to lie to me. I demand you tell me the truth.” 

T HE few remaining lunchers were staring curiously at 
the stalwart young man in a buttoned topcoat who 
was shaking that queer-looking woman by the shoulder. 
Mrs. Harrow wished she were dead. She knew of no 
way in which she could explain to her son the gist of the 
horrible message. She dropped her eyes and read its 
hastily penciled lines again: 

“Had to rush away. The tea-party is off. Thanks for a 
pleasant luncheon. Have of course settled the bill r 
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Chapter Sixteen 

"VX/ILL he ever stop? Will he ever stop? . . . God, 

▼ » please — please — make him stop!” 

Constance suffered excruciatingly. That voice — that 
voice on the floor below! The sound of that tired thick 
voice made her feel as if a long sharp knife was being 
turned round and round in her heart. 

The galleries were almost empty now, and even the 
rubbernecks in the marble lobby outside had long since 
gone home; but Senator Harrow was still talking. Once 
in a while he stopped, poured himself a glass of water out 
of the pitcher put on his desk by the pitying hand of a 
sympathetic clerk, and swallowed it thirstily. The next 
moment he was talking again. 

He pleaded with ‘‘Mr. President” — who had finished 
reading his paper and was dozing peace- 
fully in his chair — not to leave a stone un- 
turned in order to keep Wall Street “from 
polluting the wells of Democracy.” 

He called on his “admirable friends” for 
help and support “in the coming Battle of 
Armageddon,” and the sad-faced old men 
occupying the last row of the Public Gal- 
lery fingered their wide-brimmed hats and 
studied their high-laced shoes. 

He reminded “the gentlemen of the 
press” that it was their duty and privilege 
to denounce “the merchants of blood and 
the money-changers,” and the few remain- 
ing reporters in the Press Gallery yawned 
with relish and wrote on their pads : 

“Nuts to you, Senator 

He quoted his idols — William Jennings 
Bryan and Robert La Follette, Senior — and 
so pathetic was the sincerity with which he 
was brushing the mothballs off those thin- 
threaded arguments of the early ’nineties, that the two 
white-haired clerks seated behind the Vice-Presidential 
desk flushed uncomfortably and turned their heads away 
to avoid each other’s glances. 

And then he talked about his Fight, over and over 
again, mentioning facts which no one but he remembered, 
arguing with men who had died before the turn of the 
century, and shaking his finger at what seemed to be the 
irrevocable course of American history: 

“This took place in the month of July of the Year of 
Grace 1898, four months before my never-to-be-forgotten 
friend Richard L. Stonner suffered his first defeat at the 
hands of the money-changers. . . . 

“You will recall, Mr. President, that eventful fall of 
1901 when for the first time in our national history we 
found ourselves in the position of a World Power. . . . 

“The winter of 1904 was spent by me in gathering ma- 
terial for a speech which I expected to deliver at the 
Progressive Rally in Bismarck, North Dakota. . . . 

“And now, Mr. President, I shall avail myself of this 
opportunity to read into the Record the remarks made 
by me at the State Convention of my party in the year 
1907.” 

The presiding officer, aroused from his slumbers by this 
new threat, sat up and looked with horror at the thick 
manuscript produced by Harrow out of his brief-case. 

“If it pleases the Senator,” he said pleadingly, “the re- 
marks made by him at the State Convention of his party 
in the year 1907 may be entered into Congressional Record 
automatically. The Senator does not need to go through 
the formality of reading them.” 

“It won’t take me long, Mr. President.” 

The Chair took another look at the mountain of fools- 
cap pages and bit his lip angrily. Harrow cleared his 
throat and proceeded to read his “remarks.” 

“That finishes me, sister.” The fat reporter, who felt 
by now that he had known Constance for centuries, took 
the gum out of his mouth, stuck it under the desk and 
rose to his feet dramatically. “Anyone who wants my 
job can have it. It’ll take a whole quart of Old Dad to 
bring me back to normalcy.” 

“Can’t something be done to make him stop ?” 

She had to ask that question. She could not keep it to 
herself any longer. 

“When they reach the point when they begin to read 
their remarks of 1907, nothing except a submachine-gun 
can stop ’em.” 


He started to leave, and Constance followed him. For 
some peculiar reason she dreaded to stay alone. 

“You mind if I come with you?” 

“Mind? Say—” 

He did not finish. 

Standing as they were in the aisle, with their faces 
toward the exit, they did not notice how one of the sad- 
faced old men got up from his seat in the last row of the 
Public Gallery, dug his hand into the breast-pocket of his 
loose-hanging coat and whipped out a shining object. 
What made them turn their heads briskly and rush back, 
taking two steps at a time, was the shrill sound of a 
rasping senile voice: 

“Take this, you double-crossing !” 

No one was ever able to discover whether it was the 
fault of the rusty six-shooter, or the speed with which 
the strange figures from the plains of the 
West pinioned the arms of their colleague, 
that saved Senator William W. Harrow. 
The whole thing had transpired in a split 
second. The presiding officer said after- 
ward that had it not been for the yells of, 
“Grab his gun, grab his gun!” he would 
never have known that he had witnessed an 
attempt on the life of a U. S. Senator. 

By the time Constance and her fat friend 
reached the Public Gallery, the corridors of 
the Senate were jammed with shouting re- 
porters, frantic camera-men, panting ser- 
geants-at-arms, pop-eyed colored waiters 
from the Congressional Restaurant, and an 
assortment of bespectacled ladies who 
turned out to be the members of a conven- 
tion of high-school teachers. Everyone in 
the crowd had his or her own version of 
what had just taken place. 

“The fellow’s a bolshevik.” 

“Not on your life! He’s one of ’em Silver Shirts!” 

“Don’t be ridiculous! Can’t you recognize a maniac 
when you see one?” 

“Looks to me like a publicity-hound.” 

“Not as simple as all of that. Maniacs and publicity- 
hounds don’t wait till everybody’s gone. They’ve got to 
have lots of audience.” 

“Remember the guy that took a shot at Teddy Roose- 
velt in Milwaukee?” 

“Mark my words, this smells of Wall Street.” 

“Here he comes, here he comes!” 

“Just take a look at that face! If it isn’t the mug of 
an out-and-out bolshie — ” 

The crowd surged forward, overturning cameras, knock- 
ing down hats and umbrellas, fighting for the chance to 
see at a closer range the sad-faced man led down the 
stairs by two husky Senate policemen. 

“Hey, what’s your name, old fellow?” 

“How much are you going to get for it?” 

“Why don’t you go to Germany and take a shot at Hit- 
ler?” 

“I told you he’s a bolshie. He can’t even speak Eng- 
lish.” 

“He ought to be hanged.” 

“What we need is a dictator.” 

“Where are they taking him?” 

“Straight to the White House, to present him with an 
A.A.A. check.” 

B UT the sad-faced would-be assassin never opened his 
mouth. When a fast-stepping camera-man, awaiting 
his arrival downstairs in the marble lobby, jumped in front 
of him and yelled, “Stand still!” he obeyed his order meek- 
ly. Aside from the gray pallor of his unshaven long- jawed 
face, nothing in his appearance indicated that he under- 
stood the meaning of this turmoil. 

“Got a name, brother?” asked the camera-man. 

The shaggy eyebrows moved a bit, but the thin lips 
remained tightly drawn. 

“Let’s go now,” said one of the husky policemen, tight- 
ening his hold on his charge’s arm. 

He went without a murmur. 

Squeezed in the storming crowd, at the top of the 
stairs, Constance saw his profile as he was being led to- 
ward the Vice President’s private office, and she thought 
she knew him. She could have sworn that she had met 
him before. But where ? 
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“I wish I could remember it,” she said aloud. 

“Remember what?” growled the fat reporter who was 
doing all he could to keep his position next to Constance. 

“Remember where I met that strange man.” 

“You mean you know him? My God, why didn’t you 
say so before? What’s the matter with you, sister? 
Haven’t you got some brains ? Don’t you understand that 
it would have meant a scoop ?” 

“That nose — that sharp thin nose. . . . Those pale- 
blue eyes and the shaggy eyebrows. . . . I’ve seen them 
before.” 

“Think fast — think fast!” he begged. “Use your noodle. 
For Pete’s sake, use your noodle!” 

“I have it,” she cried. “I have it! He looks in profile 
like Senator Harrow’s twin.” 

The fat reporter swore. 

“Of all the dumb Doras — did it take you all this time 
to discover that? A fine newspaper woman you are! 
Why, don’t you know that they are betting fifty to one 
that the two mugs are brothers?” 


Chapter Seventeen 

T HEY were not brothers, not even distant relatives; 

but when they faced each other, five minutes later, in 
the Vice-President’s office, the witnesses of their meeting 
gasped. 

So strong was the resemblance between the two men 
that had they exchanged their clothes, Senator Harrow 
would have been handed over to the District police for 
having attempted the assassination of Senator Harrow. 

The would-be assassin — the newspaper men and the 
clerks insisted on referring to the sad-faced man in that 
fashion — may have been an inch shorter than Harrow, 
but he stooped less, and they seemed equally tall. What 
made their resemblance particularly startling was the 
similarity of the facial expressions, that far-away, de- 
tached look which, according to the feature-writers cov- 
ering the Harrow story, reflected “the sorrow of the 
prairies.” 

“Bob— why, it’s Bob!” 

The Senator stood aghast. A moment before he had 
been arguing with the Vice President and demanding that 
they return to the Chamber and “resume business,” but 
when the door opened and he saw the face of the man 
brought in by the two guardians, he staggered and went 
deadly pale. 

“An acquaintance of yours, Senator ?” 

Senator Duveteen did not bother to disguise the sar- 
casm of his question. 

“It’s Bob — it’s Bob!” repeated Harrow. 

“Bob who, Senator?” 

“It’s Bob, I’m telling you.” 

Harrow rushed forward and put his hands on the new- 
comer’s shoulders. 

“How could you, Bob? Whatever possessed you?” 

Bob raised his head. No “sorrow of the prairies,” but 
a cold hatred, was in his pale-blue eyes. 

“Take your hands off me, traitor!” 

“Bob, you don’t understand what you are saying. . . . 
You will regret it when you hear my explanation.” 

“Just a moment, Senator.” 

At a sign from Senator Duveteen, the husky guardians 
pushed Harrow out of the way gently. 

“With your permission, Senator, I shall attempt to ex- 
amine the would-be assassin. What’s your name, man?” 

“It’s Bob — Bob Jameson,” cried Harrow. “A life-long 
friend of mine.” 

“I’m no friend of yours,” hissed Bob. “I’ve no traffic 
with Wall Street hirelings!” 

Senator Duveteen was losing his patience. 

“I insist, Senator,” he said dictatorially, “that you 
either sit down and permit me to examine the would-be 
assassin, or retire to your own quarters. The fact that 
this man happens to be a friend of yours does not grant 
him a license to stage a Senator-hunt.” 

He waited for Harrow to take a seat by the side of 
his desk, then continued gruffly: 

“I gather that the name is Robert Jameson. How old 
are you, Robert Jameson?” 

“Over twenty-one.” 

“I won’t stand for your insolence.” 

“He is sixty-seven,” rushed in Harrow. “We started to 


school the same year. I will give you all the necessary 
details, but I want to make it clear that I refuse to enter 
charges against him.” 

“For the last time, Senator, I warn you not to inter- 
fere with me. The charges against this man will be en- 
tered by the United States Senate.” 

Harrow buried his face in his hands, and his gaunt thin 
frame shook. 

“When did you arrive in Washington, Jameson?” The 
Senator turned to the sad-faced man. 

“This morning.” 

“For what purpose?” 

There was a long pause. 

“Did you understand my question?” 

“I did.” 

“Well?” 

“He hates to admit,” groaned Harrow, "that he trav- 
eled fifteen hundred miles in order to hear my speech. 
He thought I would make a speech. He knew nothing 
about filibuster.” 

“Is it true, Jameson?” 

“I guess so.” 

“Do you always take your gun along when you go to 
hear political speeches?” 

Harrow sat up. 

“The question is highly unfair, Senator. You know 
very well that it is quite customary in the part of the 
country he comes from — ” 

“When I want your opinion. Senator,” interrupted Du- 
veteen, “I will ask for it. Right now I am waiting for 
Jameson to answer my question.” 

“Can’t keep his trap shut,” said Jameson. “That’s the 
trouble with him. Boy and man, always talked too much. 
As for that gun of mine, I’ll tell you how I happened to 
have it. When I found out that this traitor had sold us 
out to the bankers, I went back to the place I’m staying 
in and got it.” 

“From whom?” 

“From my bag.” 

“I see. In other words, the moment you discovered that 
Senator Harrow was going to filibuster against his own 
bill, you decided to kill him.” 

“That’s right. Sorry I didn’t.” 

Harrow opened his mouth, but said nothing. What he 
saw in Jameson’s eyes made him change his mind. 

“Do you believe, Jameson, that in a free republic like 
ours, political disputes should be settled with fire-arms?” 
some one asked. 

Senator Duveteen merely smiled pityingly. He could 
have handed Jameson right then and there to the District 
authorities, but he hated Harrow and he wanted to pro- 
long his agony. 

“All traitors ought to be killed.” 

“Why do you call Senator Harrow a traitor?” 

“He knows damn’ well why. Goaded us on for forty 
years, and then sold us out.” 

“Now, now,” Duveteen said rather pleasantly, “I won’t 
stand for it. . . . You’ve no right to insult the Senator.” 

“The Senator!” Jameson sneered. “He’d be still no- 
body, hadn’t it been for the like of me. We made him 
Senator. We sweated and slaved. We — ” 

He was choking with rage. The Vice President mo- 
tioned to the guardians: 

“You will hand the prisoner over to the District authori- 
ties. Charges will be preferred by the U. S. Senate. 
Criminal assault with intent to kill.” 

W HEN the door closed on Bob Jameson, the Vice Presi- 
dent glanced at Harrow coldly and asked: 

“Will the Senator be prepared to resume at eight- 
thirty tonight?” 

It was his right to declare a recess until the following 
noon, but he was afraid it would make things easier for 
the filibustering Senator. 

“Any time you wish,” said Harrow absent-mindedly. 
He was still staring at the door through which they 
had taken Bob away. He was still trying to convince him- 
self that he was merely having a bad dream. He thought 
of Bob and himself and their childhood. He visualized 
the two little chaps stretched full length on the hill over- 
looking a sleepy river. What were they talking about on 
that July afternoon of sixty years ago? Was it he or 
Bob who said : “When I grow up, I’m going to be a sailor. 

. . . I want to see oceans and jungles and things.” 
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And things ! Harrow laughed mirthlessly. 

“I beg your pardon, Senator ?” 

“Don’t mind me, Mr. Vice President.’’ 

He got up and went out to face the mob of thrill- 
hungry two-legged animals. He did not blame them in 
the least. They too wanted to see oceans and jungles 
and things. He wished he were dead. 


Chapter Eighteen 

T HE business of looking twenty-five consumed a goodly 
part of Joan’s afternoons. 

Summer or winter, in Washington or in Paris, she took 
a nap between five-thirty and six. Her masseuse arrived 
at six. Her bath was ready at six forty-five. 

She obeyed this schedule rigorously. She never accept- 
ed invitations to cocktail- and tea-parties. She thought 
nothing of staying up until all hours of the night, but 
King George V himself could not have tempted her to 
forgo her two beauty hours for the sake of attending an 
afternoon reception at Buckingham Palace. 

A famous Vienna beauty specialist to whom she was 
paying an annual retainer mailed her on the first of each 
month a set of lotions made under his personal super- 
vision in his laboratory. No one, not even Constance, 
was permitted to touch those sacred crystal bottles, nor 
enter Joan’s dressing-room between seven and seven- 
thirty, when, seated in front of a triple mirror, her white 
body reddened by a scorchingly hot bath, she worked 
diligently and shrewdly on her face, her forehead, her 
eyes, her throat and her shoulders. 

“Mrs. Glenarm cannot be disturbed until seven forty- 
five.” 

No other answer was ever given to the telephone call- 
ers who tried to get in touch with Joan during her beauty 
hours, and no amount of teasing ever elicited from her 
anything beyond a half-serious, half-humorous: “Beauty 
is as beauty does, my dear.” 

Great as her excitement was on the afternoon of Har- 
row’s filibuster, she declined without a second’s hesitancy 
Mrs. Snowdridge’s invitation “to give a once-over to the 
Potomac Borgias at the Mayflower.” 

“Sorry, Margaret, I’d love to go with you, but you 
know my rules.” 

“Rules, rules ! When I was your age, I didn’t know the 
meaning of the damn’ word!” 

“I can readily believe that,” said Joan to herself as she 
continued on her way home. “If I looked like her, I 
wouldn’t bother to obey any rules, either.” 

S HE glanced at the little mirror by her side in the car as 
she drove homeward, and a wave of overwhelming 
happiness came over her. In another week she would be 
sitting on that beautiful white veranda aboard the lie de 
France. In another two weeks they would be driving 
along the Grand Corniche, breathing deeply of the per- 
fumed Mediterranean air, and talking lazily and cheerfully 
of the nightmare that was Washington. 

She was never coming back, she decided. Never again 
would she have to be bored with cow-country politicians. 
Never again would she have to solicit the friendship of 
drunken lobbyists or fight back the advances of amorous 
legislators. 

Her eyes shone. The smooth skin of her firmly molded 
throat was marble white against the background of her 
black broadtail coat. Her parted, full red lips disclosed 
the evenness of her glittering teeth. She looked younger 
and more desirable than ever, and she knew it. 

“Take a good look at me,” she wanted to cry to the 
gloomy men and women who stood on the sidewalks wait- 
ing for the traffic lights. “I have beaten you at your own 
shabby game, and you are never going to see me again. 
I am going to enjoy life while I am still young and beau- 
tiful.” 

The footman who rushed to help her out of the car 
informed her that young Mr. Harrow had telephoned sev- 
eral times and wanted to be called back at the New Wil- 
lard as soon as possible, but she dismissed the message 
with a wave of the hand. She had said her good-by to 
all of that. She had no further interest in the Harrow 
family. For a moment she thought of Constance and her 
strange behavior in the lobby of the Senate, but then she 
looked at her wrist-watch and saw it was five twenty-two. 


“Oh, my, I am late,” she said, and the fear of breaking 
the iron-clad rules of her Vienna beauty specialist made 
her forget about Constance. 

She took her clothes off hurriedly, threw on a fur- 
trimmed white satin gown and crossed toward the couch, 
ignoring the inviting brilliance of the large oval mirror. 
For the next thirty minutes she lay perfectly still. “Try 
to sleep if you can, but in any event relax, relax thor- 
oughly,” read the rules of the stern Austrian. 

Her masseuse, a towering German woman with huge 
red hands and enormous feet, knocked on the door at six 
sharp. She had arrived ten minutes earlier, as usual, but 
the idea of disturbing the “gnadige Frau” before the ap- 
pointed time would have struck her as a wholly revolu- 
tionary notion. 

As usual — their dialogue never varied — Joan com- 
plained that she was getting fat around the hips, and as 
usual the masseuse giggled and said that the slimness 
of the gnadige Frau’s hips would put to shame the statue 
of Diana the Huntress. 

The big Amazon was silly, and Joan doubted whether 
she had ever seen the statue of Diana the Huntress, but 
her clumsy compliments were not unpleasant, and she 
certainly possessed a pair of masterful hands. 

I T must have been shortly after seven — Joan was still in 
the midst of her lotion-applying work — that there was 
a sharp knock on the door of the bedroom. Joan turned 
her head in amazement. The thing was preposterous. 
She felt certain it was that idiot of a new maid. No one 
else would have dared to knock on her door before seven 
forty-five. She was going to make the maid pay dearly for 
it, Joan promised to herself — and then she heard the door 
open! 

“Who in the world—” 

“It’s I, Joan.” 

“Don’t you know, Connie, that you are not supposed to 
come here before seven forty-five?” 

“Joan, have you ever heard of a man called Robert 
Jameson?” 

The girl walked straight into the dressing-room and 
came close to the table laden with lotions. Her move- 
ments were deliberate, her eyes cold and searching. 

“You must be drunk, Connie. Or have you quarreled 
with young Harrow?” 

“Did you hear what I asked you, Joan?” Connie came 
closer still, and the elder woman was beginning to feel 
slightly alarmed. “Do you know Robert Jameson?” 

Joan started to get up, but a strong hand pushed her 
back. 

“Answer yes or no!” 

“The answer is no, you crazy fool! And now, leave 
this room immediately before you make me really angry.” 
Their eyes met. 

“I hope for your sake you are not lying, Joan. The fact 
is that while you were polishing up your beautiful body, 
a man called Robert Jameson tried to assassinate Jim’s 
father.” 

She was somewhat disarmed by the look of bewilder- 
ment in Joan’s eyes. It seemed impossible that anyone, 
even Joan, could lie so artfully. 

“You are drunk, Connie. You are talking nonsense. 
Where in the world did you pick up this fantastic rumor?” 
“Read this.” 

Connie took a single sheet marked “Extra” out of the 
pocket of her jacket and threw it on the dressing-table. 

“But it says here that no shot was fired, that the man 
was seized before he could pull the trigger.” 

“Are you sorry he didn’t?” 

“Connie, you will leave this room immediately! I shall 
see you and talk to you tomorrow morning. I’m afraid 
we have reached the parting of the ways.” 

O NCE more she was forced to sit down. She was suffi- 
ciently enraged now to try to fight it out, but she 
thought she saw Connie cast a mean glance at one of the 
large crystal bottles, and a cold shudder ran down her 
beautiful back. 

“We’ll do our talking right now, Joan. We haven’t 
much to talk about. It’s simply a matter of a few tele- 
phone-calls. I want you to call up the Vice President and 
the editors of all local papers and explain to them how you 
and Stanley Rutherford framed Jim’s father.” 

“So—” 
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That was all Joan said. Then there was a silence, the 
longest silence Constance had ever listened to. Of the 
two women, it was the younger one who seemed to be 
shocked. The other sat perfectly still, but something had 
happened to her face. The beautiful mask which looked 
so vivid and real in the flattering soft lights of the em- 
bassies and mansions had suddenly fallen off, and dis- 
closed the angular features of a leering stranger. Had the 
famous Vienna beauty doctor entered Joan’s dressing- 
room at that moment, he would have vehemently denied 
his responsibility for that drooping cynical mouth, those 
heaving loose breasts and those swinging unpowdered 
shoulders. 

Then Constance said swiftly: 

“I didn’t mean to be so nasty, Joan. You must admit 
that I have always been willing to act as your faithful 
accomplice and to overlook things.” 

‘‘Shut up, you — ” 

The creature who got up from the bro- 
caded bench was not the startled, compro- 
mising Joan of two minutes ago. Her 
voice was coarse ; her hands, on the swing- 
ing hips, suggested hair-pulling and eye- 
scratching. Connie stepped back. She was 
not afraid of violence, but she was nause- 
ated by an overwhelming wave of acute 
physical distaste. Was that the woman she 
had worshiped for seventeen years, whom 
she had believed the most enchanting hu- 
man being in the world ? 

“Listen, you rotten virgin!” The way 
Joan hissed through her threatening glit- 
tering teeth the word “ virgin ” made it the 
foulest word in the vocabulary of the liv- 
ing. “You’ve had it coming to you for 
many a month, and now you are going to 
get it — good and plenty! I got your num- 
ber years ago, but you mistook my big-heartedness for 
stupidity. Ever since I bought you your first silk under- 
wear, bought it with the money of Stanley Rutherford, 
I recognized that you were one of those drink-and-run 
virgins who display and promise everything, but deliver 
nothing. ... It is I,” — she tore open her fur-trimmed satin 
gown and displayed her heaving bosom, — “who bought you 
your clothes and jewels. ... It is I who sent you to the 
world’s best and most expensive private schools. ... It 
is I alone who am responsible for your damned sense of 
superiority!” 

Constance felt as if her feet were nailed to the floor. 
She knew she should walk away and leave this house for- 
ever, but she could not move. Somewhere at the bottom 
of Joan’s foaming vulgarity she saw what was undoubtedly 
the truth, and this discovery made her speechless. While 
never in any way had she encouraged Joan’s taste for ex- 
travagance, she had accepted nevertheless a living from 
her. 

“Well — well!” stormed on Joan. “Why don’t you tell 
me once more that I should call up the Vice President of 
the United States and explain to him that unless I am what 
I am, my lily-white ward would have to wear cotton under- 
wear and eat in a cafeteria? My ward! A rattlesnake 
would have been more grateful! What gets my goat is 
the stupidity of the bloody thing. Just because you hap- 
pened to fall in love with a village idiot, I am supposed to 
give up this life of luxury, this house, these pearls — ” She 
took a double string of rosy pearls out of the open box on 
the dressing-table and patted them tenderly. “Not on 
your life! Not if I had to kill you with my own hands!” 

Hands on her hips, she sized up the girl appraisingly, 
and a cruel smile twisted her over-red lips. 

“It does hand me a laugh, though,” she giggled meanly, 
“when I look at this aristocratic figure of yours, and 
think of myself when I was your age. I’ve spared you 
that story before, but you are going to listen to it now. 
Sit down there,” — she pointed toward the little chair in 
the corner of the dressing-room, — “and prepare your vir- 
tuous self for a shock.” 

Much to her own surprise, Constance obeyed Joan’s or- 
der. The unholiness of those formerly haunted, now bold 
and sneering, green eyes was hypnotizing ; they were ren- 
dering the girl helpless. 

Joan tapped a cigarette on her knee — something that 
Connie had never thought her capable of doing — and be- 
gan her recital. She talked in terse phrases generously 



sprinkled with profanity. Her English was bad, her 
laughter unbearable. She looked more like a woman 
loitering in the neighborhood of a navy yard than one 
with friends and influence. 

“My father was a medicine-man way down in Alabama 
— Alabama casts twenty-four votes for Senator Oscar W. 
Underwood! That’s my native State. ... It would take 
twenty-four million of their votes to repay me for my 
childhood. But let’s pass that ; it’s neither here nor there. 
. . . You’re too damn’ aristocratic to believe the things 
they do to the daughter of a traveling medicine-man way 
down in river-bottom country! 

“When I was sixteen, — that’s the age at which you 
were sent to that fine private school in Connecticut, — I 
decided that my auburn hair was too beautiful to risk at 
the hands of farmers’ wives. ... So I quit my venerable 
father cold, and bummed my way to New 
Orleans. . . . Huey Long was unheard of 
in those days, and white trash was still 
white trash in the great city of New Or- 
leans. Well, I was white trash, all right, 
hair or no hair. I scrubbed floors in corner 
saloons; I washed dishes in restaurants; 
and my legs were black-and-blue every 
night, not from work but from pinching. 
The good old days! The good old days be 
damned, I say ! The good old days smell of 
dirty-necked drummers and drunken sail- 
ors!” 

The clock in the bedroom struck half- 
past seven, and the dinner at the British 
Embassy was to begin at eight sharp, but 
Joan did not seem to be even considering 
her social duties. 

“This went on for two years,” she con- 
tinued, lighting another cigarette. “Then 
one night when I was hot-footing it back 
to my room in the dirtiest house ever built this side of 
Suez, I met the man who called himself Mr. Glenarm; I 
don’t know what his real name was. The noble old gentle- 
man lay at full length on the sidewalk. His coat was 
torn and his nose bleeding. It seems that he had been 
thrown out of a gambling-house for preaching the square 
deal. That’s what he told me when I helped him to the 
nearest drug-store. Later on, I found out that he had 
suffered bodily harm while trying to pass a rubber check. 
At the time I took his statements at face value. He stayed 
at the St. Thomas in a four-dollar-a-day room, which was 
two dollars more than my weekly rental. 

“Does it surprise your virginal soul that I preferred to 
believe Mr. Glenarm? We were married two hours later, 
while the noble old gentleman was still drunk. He sobered 
up shortly after midnight, but by that time I was Mrs. 
Glenarm, occupying the nearest-to-the-window side of his 
bed at the St. Thomas. Mr. Glenarm used some pretty 
strong language, and I had to smack him on his white- 
haired head several times. He must have liked it, for by 
eight o’clock in the morning we got quite chummy. He 
admired my tall slim figure, he said; but he was afraid 
that his friends might snub me. So would I accept twenty 
dollars a week in lieu of all claims? 

“That was fair enough, but I wanted to be paid for six 
months in advance, preferably in cash. He did not bat an 
eyelash. He simply told me to wait for him in his room 
while he went to the bank around the corner and got some 
money. . . . Well — I never saw Mr. Glenarm again. If he 
is still alive, I hope he dies from amoebic dysentery!” 

J OAN laughed uproariously. The image of the noble old 
gentleman must have been still vivid in her memory. 
Then she went on: 

“That afternoon I met Stan. He was alighting in front 
of the St. Thomas from his royal-blue roadster, while I 
was being escorted out by two bellboys, two porters and 
one assistant manager. I was a sturdy gal in those days, 
and it took considerable man-power to throw me out of a 
first-class hotel. Stan claims that he admired my spunk, 
but I guess it was the sight of my figure that got under 
his skin. 

“Be that as it may, he told the flunkies to lay their 
paws off me at once. ‘What this filly needs,’ he said, ‘is a 
hot bath and a nice dress!’ He was wrong about the bath 
— I’d taken one while waiting for Mr. Glenarm’s return; 
but he did buy me several dresses. He was twenty-eight, 
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and it tickled his fancy to stage a Pygmalion-and-Galatea 
act. I lived in a nice two-room apartment he rented for 
me. When he was about to leave for New York, I won- 
dered whether he would slip me a five-hundred-dollar bill, 
but instead of it he told me to pack, and handed me a 
ticket for Boston. Once there, I was to get in touch with 
his New England representative, who was given instruc- 
tions to pay my living-expenses and hire a flock of teach- 
ers for me. ‘A few years in Boston,’ said Stan, ‘and I’ll 
make a thoroughbred out of you. What you lack is cul- 
ture. You know what you want, but you can’t spell it.’ 

“I hated it in Boston, but I worshiped Stan. If he had 
told me at that time that he wanted me to commit murder, 
I would have obeyed his wish without a murmur. ... I 
still would! I believe in loyalty.” 

She gave Constance a look of contempt, then went on: 

“I don’t want to throw bouquets at my- 
self, but I guess I turned out to be a pretty 
good Galatea. In less than three years Stan 
gave me my first test. He introduced me 
to some people in Boston, and told them 
that I was a widow of one of his dearest 
friends. None of them questioned his state- 
ment, although one refined gentleman did 
try to talk me into taking a little trip with 
him. . . . That was the last time in my 
life I slapped a man’s face! I have been 
faithful to Stan all these years, and so help 
me God, I’ll keep on being faithful to him 
as long as he wants me ! 

“It was shortly after I had passed my 
exams that Stan decided that it would be a 
good thing if I adopted a baby. ‘There’s 
nothing more respectable for a young wid- 
ow,’ he said, ‘than to appear in public with 
a little child.’ Well, I was not keen on 
adopting anyone, because I’d just ar- 
ranged for the annulment of my marriage to Glenarm, 
and I was afraid of scandal; but I was quite willing to 
give a decent home to a baby. Serves me damn’ right!” 

The knuckles of Constance’s hands clutching the arms 
of the chair were white. 

“Was it then,” she asked stutteringly, “that you met my 
parents ?” 

“Your parents?” Joan laughed derisively. “Do you 
mean to tell me that you really swallowed that cock-and- 
bull story about my knowing your parents? Why, I’ve 
never laid my eyes on them! Nobody did.” 

“Were they killed in the automobile accident before — I 
mean before you — you took me into your house?” 

“Say!” Joan laid her cigarette aside and frowned. 
“Who do you think you are kidding? Do you expect 
me to believe that you are that dumb? Automobile acci- 
dent, my eye! You know damn’ well that I took you out 
of an orphan-asylum, where you had been brought by a 
traffic cop who found you on the steps of a house some- 
where in Boston.” 

“I don’t believe you! You lie. Those portraits in my 
room — ” 

Joan sighed. 

“God! But you are dumb! The next thing I know, 
you are going to claim that you are a direct descendant 
of Sir Francis Bacon! So before you go any further, let 
me tell you that those portraits in your room were brought 
to me by Stan. He’s a regular Belasco, is Stan. ... He 
said that every respectable orphan should have portraits 
of its parents on the wall of the nursery. ... It was he 
who gave you that phony monicker of yours, too. When 
he took you from the orphan-asylum, you were simply a 
Number So-and-so, but Stan thought that it would be a 
damn’ fine joke to call you ‘Bacon.’ As I understand it, he 
was reading at the time a book proving Bacon’s author- 
ship of Shakespeare’s plays.” 

Joan smiled pleasantly and reached for another ciga- 
rette. 

“But to return to my story — ” 

She saw her listener rise slowly and she put her hand 
on the largest crystal bottle in front of her — but her fear 
was groundless. Constance crossed the room with the 
gait of a blindfolded person and went out. A few mo- 
ments later Joan heard the heavy entrance door down- 
stairs open and close again. 

“The last of Miss Constance Bacon!” she said con- 
tentedly, and rang for the butler. 


There were two things she wanted him to do : Telephone 
to the British Embassy and advise the private secretary 
of His Excellency that Mrs. Joan Arlington Glenarm had 
received an urgent call from New York and had to rush 
to the bedside of a dying relative. And tell the footman 
that Miss Constance was not to be let in any more, but 
handed a hundred-dollar bill and asked for the address 
where her things should be sent. 

Her eyes fell on the newspaper left by Constance on the 
dressing-table, and she remembered about Mrs. Harrow. 
Shouldn’t she — 

“No,” she decided on second thought, “why bother with 
the old hippopotamus ? Let her find some one else to help 
her crash the gates of embassies!” 

She rose in sprightly fashion, and gave her orders to 
the butler in that rich melodious voice which the Vienna 
beauty-specialist would have recognized 
without difficulty as the voice of his most 
valuable client, the very aristocratic Mrs. 
Joan Arlington Glenarm of Washington, 
D. C. 

Then she picked up the receiver. She 
could wait no more. Even though she was 
not supposed to call Stan around dinner- 
time, she could not fight any longer the de- 
sire to hear his voice. 

She began hesitantly: 

“Don’t be angry, Stan, but I simply had 
to—” 

“I was about to call you up, darling, any- 
way.” 

She blushed with pleasure. She would 
gladly have got rid of ten more Constances 
for the sake of hearing that “darling.” 

“I say, Joan, how long will it take you to 
pack up?” Rutherford asked. 

“To go where?” 

“Paris first. Then the Riviera.” 

“I can be ready in a couple of days, Stan.” 

He laughed. 

“A couple of days! You trying to be funny? I’ve re- 
served a drawing-room for you on the midnight train. 
The ship sails tomorrow at noon.” 

“But what about this house, this — ” 

“The house be damned! One of my boys will attend to 
it. I will meet you at the gate of the midnight express at 
eleven-fifty-five. I expect you to be there on time.” 

She opened her mouth to tell him about Constance, but 
he had already hung up. It was just like Stan. When he 
had made up his mind to do something, he issued orders 
and tolerated no argument. He would no more have con- 
sidered changing his orders for the sake of accommodat- 
ing her than she would have changed her orders for the 
sake of pleasing her butler. 

“He wants to sail tomorrow, and that’s all there is to 
it,” she said aloud, and sighed. 

The next moment she was packing. Some day, after she 
had got her castle on the Mediterranean, she was going 
to tell Stan that she was through with taking his orders, 
that he needed her more than she needed him; but now 
she had to pack. Some day — She glanced at the mirror, 
and frowned. What with getting rid of Constance and 
talking to Stan, she had forgotten to remove the greasy 
Vienna lotions from her face. 

“My dear woman,” she said to herself sternly, “if you 
don’t watch your beauty-step, there won’t be any ‘some 
day’ for you. In ten years from now, Stan Rutherford 
will be still a handsome brute, while you — ” 

The thought of herself at forty-three was horrifying. 
She bit her lip and went back to her dressing-room. To let 
Stan see her as she looked now would have meant to say 
good-by to the castle on the Mediterranean. She must 
look beautiful by train-time, even if she had to leave the 
house on Massachusetts Avenue with but a single suitcase. 


Chapter Nineteen 

A COLD drizzling rain was falling steadily, and the shiv- 
ering passers-by were in too great a hurry to pay at- 
tention to the girl in the leopard-skin jacket and black 
velvet beret who stopped every twenty feet or so, and 
looked around helplessly as if she were not certain of the 
direction in which she was going. A taxi-driver crossing 




Dupont Circle spotted her tall slim figure hesitating in 
front of the Patterson mansion, and tooted his horn, but 
she shook her head. 

“It’s tough on ’em swell shoes of yours,” he pointed out 
persuasively, but just then he heard the shrill sound of a 
porter’s whistle, and drove away without regret. 

She took a deep breath, made an unsuccessful attempt 
at drying her face with a tiny handkerchief, and moved 
on. She had left her purse in Joan’s bedroom, and she 
couldn’t even take a trolley. Not that she minded the 
rain ! She wouldn’t have noticed it at all, had it not been 
for the taxi-driver’s remark. It was the desire to reach 
the Shoreham before eight-fifteen, rather than the deplor- 
able state of her black silk pumps, that made her wish 
she had money with her. Trying hard as she was, she 
could not remember why she had to be at the Shoreham 
before eight-fifteen, but she was in no condition to argue 
with herself. 

“I must keep that appointment. It’s very important 
that I do,” she repeated to herself over and over again, 
fighting the temptation to drop in at one of the numerous 
hotels on her way and rest in a comfortable chair. 

S HE must keep that mysterious appointment at the 
Shoreham, and she must not think of what Joan had 
told her! She must forget all, and remember only that pa- 
thetic old man with the shaggy eyebrows! She must 
blame herself and no one but herself for this tragedy ; and 
she must — 

“I must — I must — I must. . . . What else must I do?” 
Her lips were moving. At first she was talking in a 
whisper, then quite loud. With so many “must’s” crowded 
in her mind, she could not keep silent. 

Then, again, there was that most important matter of 
reaching the Shoreham on time. She knew that her legs 
would fail her unless she pretended to herself that the 
Shoreham was much nearer than it really was. To admit 
that it was fully a mile away was to admit defeat. The 
thing for her to do was to lie to herself, to say that she 
was going only as far as the cafe on the corner of Con- 
necticut Avenue. Then by the time she reached there, half 
of the distance would be covered and she could begin pre- 
tending all over again that she was going only as far as 
that ridiculous tasteless structure within a stone’s throw 
of the Shoreham. . . . 

She was not going there to see Jim. She was quite cer- 
tain of that. Jim was only a boy. “A village idiot!” 
that horrible creature had called him. Poor Jim! What a 
shock it must have been for him to hear about the at- 
tempt on his father’s life ! That was her fault too. If she 
had stuck to her original determination, and confessed her 
crime to Jim in due time, when she got him out of bed 
at eight in the morning, Senator Harrow would have de- 
livered his speech, and Bob Jameson would not have been 
in jail now. 

If — if — if — 

She hated the sound of that word “if.” “If” and “must” 
— both were dreadful, heart-breaking words. . . . Each 
tested the courage. Each showed up the cowardice. 

Could it be that it was Senator Harrow who was waiting 
for her at the Shoreham, who was anxious to hear what 
she had to say, who had found out somehow that she tried 
to bribe the colored attendant of the cloak-room ? 

She weighed this possibility gravely. She toyed with it 
for a couple of blocks. Then — with the gayly illuminated 
windows of the Shoreham beckoning to her from across 
the bridge — she stopped short and reprimanded herself 
severely. 

“You are a cheap liar,” she said, “a sneaky, cowardly 
liar. You know perfectly well that Senator Harrow is sit- 
ting right now in his office in the Senate Building, ready to 
go on with his filibuster, ready to risk his life again and 
again.” 

The last two hundred feet proved the hardest. She had 
crossed the bridge with comparative ease, but the sight 
of a long line of cars fighting their way into the Shore- 
ham’s courtyard made her feel dizzy. She pulled her 
now shapeless beret over her eyes and stood still. She 
thought she was standing on the sidewalk. It never 
dawned on her that she was standing in the middle of a 
narrow driveway. She heard the angry yells and the toot- 
ing of the horns, but she was too exhausted to trace this 
sudden commotion to herself. 

“What’s the matter with you, lady ?” 
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As if through a thick blanket of fog, she discerned the 
shining buttons of a stalwart porter. 

“I want to go in,” she mumbled. 

“In where?” 

She wanted to point with her finger at the entrance door 
in front of her, but she couldn’t raise her arm. 

“Just hold on to me,” said the porter. “Take it easy, 
lady.” 

She must not faint! She must not faint! She must 
keep that appointment! 

“There, lady.” The porter assisted her inside the door 
gently and rushed to bring a chair. 

“I am quite all right. Thanks a lot.” 

The thrill of having reached her destination gave her 
new impetus. 

The clerk at the reception-desk — she walked those addi- 
tional fifty feet almost briskly — thought there was noth- 
ing unusual in her request to page the anonymous party 
who had the eight-fifteen appointment with Miss Con- 
stance Bacon. His trained eye recognized the smart cut 
of her rain-soaked jacket, and he knew better than to ask 
any superfluous questions. He was an Old Deal clerk 
versed in the peculiar ways of Washingtonians. 

“Page the gentleman waiting for Miss Constance Ba- 
con,” he ordered imperturbably. He took it for granted 
that it could not be a lady. 

The bell-boy on duty was equally efficient. He made 
straight for the bar, and was back in two minutes flat. 

“This way, lady.” 

Constance followed him, short of breath but strangely 
encouraged. Whatever it was that had made her brave 
the rain and the distance, she was glad she had come to 
the Shoreham. She used to loathe those garrulous women 
in last year’s chiffon dresses who held the fort at the 
entrance to the futuristic bar, but now she welcomed them. 
They seemed as happy and as peaceful as only the very 
complacent could be. They had enjoyed their table- 
d’hote dinner, and now they were digesting it. She would 
have given ten years of her life to be one of them — stupid 
but content. 

“Well, well, well! If it isn’t the little gal in the big 
black beret!” 

Who was that red-faced man greeting her with out- 
stretched arms? 

She turned to the bell-boy questioningly : 

“Is that the gentleman? . . . .” 

“The gentleman is good!” roared the fat man. “I’ve 
been called everything under the sun, but this is the first 
time I’ve been accused of being a gentleman. Beat it, my 
boy. Here’s your bonus.” 

He put a quarter in the hand of the bowing bell-boy, and 
took Connie’s arm. 

“What’s yours, sister? As one filibuster casualty to 
another, may I recommend a double Manhattan?” 

She began to laugh. Her body shook. Her beret slipped 
off her head, but instead of picking it up, she let it fall. 

“As funny as all that? You are a good audience. Come 
to think of it, you deserve two double Manhattans.” 

She answered with a new shriek of laughter. So it was 
he, that funny red-faced man, that fat, bet-you-a-liver- 
wurst-sandwich reporter, who had asked her to come to 
the Shoreham “not later than eight-fifteen!” And because 
of him and his two double Manhattans, she had walked all 
that distance in a drizzling rain ! 

T HE reporter looked at her quizzically. He must have 
recognized the hysterical sound of her laughter, be- 
cause he changed his tone immediately. 

“Drink this,” he ordered, lifting a glass with colored 
liquid from the table, “and for God’s sake, sit down.” 

She drank the cocktail in a gulp. 

“Strong enough for you?” 

She began to laugh again. 

“Now, now,” he said, pushing her toward the chair. 
“Try to be a good girl. If you care to talk, go ahead and 
talk, but spare me the giggle.” 

He helped her to take off her rain-soaked jacket, and 
wiped her face with his handkerchief. 

“Hungry?” 

She looked avidly at the empty cocktail-glass. 

“Oh, I see. One of those things, eh ?” 

He clapped his hands. 

“Nothing cures a heartbreak better,” he said senten- 
tiously, “than a shot of straight rye. Let the snobs have 
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their Scotch, but we, the lovelorn ones, should patronize 
the native product. Ever since the day the father of our 
country started forgetting his long-suffering Martha, the 
children of this great and noble Republic have been find- 
ing their two-car garages at the bottom of a bottle of rye.” 

He let her sob in his handkerchief. He congratulated 
himself on having invited her to come at eight-fifteen, 
when the bar was empty because of dinner-time. 

“Feel like getting it out of your system?” he asked 
three double-ryes later. “It may interest you to know that 
in the days of my tender youth I edited the column for 
the lovelorn back home in good old San Francisco.” 

She had to smile. 

“You are a newspaper man, aren’t you?” 

“I was until two hours ago,” he said gravely, “until you 
and I let the world’s greatest scoop slip through our 
fingers.” 

“I want to ask you something.” 

“Shoot.” 

She glanced at her wrist-watch. It was eight thirty- 
five. The Vice-President, she remembered, had declared 
the recess until eight-thirty. 

"Is there any way in which we can send a message to 
Senator Harrow?” 

“Yes, my child. By mailing it in care of the Hall of 
Oblivion.” 

“Please.” She put her hand on his. “I am not joking. 
If you can think up some way in which our message 
would reach him while he is talking, you’ll get a much 
bigger scoop than the Jameson story.” 

“On the level?” 

“Why should I lie to you?” 

“Lots of people do.” 

He fingered his empty glass pensively. 

“All right,” he decided. “Let’s go. Think you can 
walk?” 

“You mean all the way to the Senate?” she asked with 
a tremble in her voice. 

“Flat broke, eh?” 

She nodded. 

“I knew there would be a catch somewhere. Oh, snap 
out of it, sister! Do I look like a guy who would bum his 
taxi-fare out of a woman?” 

He rose with an agility she did not expect from his 
bulk, and dragged her out of her chair. 

“Step on it,” he said. “We still can make the midnight 
edition. I know I’m a fool to believe you, but that’s me 
all over. The heart of a first violin, and the brains of a 
customers’ man.” 

It may have been the effect of the three straight ryes 
that filled her with new courage and new energy, but it 
seemed to Connie, as she was running after her funny 
fat friend through the soft-carpeted lobby, that she had 
done well by keeping her eight-fifteen appointment at the 
Shoreham. 

Both were out of breath by the time they reached the 
taxi, and it was not until they were roaring past Dupont 
Circle that he shook a short fat forefinger at her and 
said: 

“Not to recognize a sparrow is a venal sin, but not to 
recognize an elephant is a mortal sin. . . . True enough, 
I have lost a couple of ounces since those days, but up 
until three years ago I never missed a single party at 
Mrs. Glenarm’s. ... So, if you don’t mind, my adorable 
Miss Bacon, stop this comedy and come clean ! How much 
did Joan have to do with the Harrow filibuster?” 


Chapter Twenty 

I F Jim Harrow lives to be two hundred, he will still 
remember the afternoon and the evening of February 
eighth. 

The news of the attempt on his father’s life reached him 
shortly before seven. He was standing on the sidewalk 
across the street from Joan’s house, hoping against hope 
that sooner or later Connie would return home from 
wherever she might have been. He had called up every 
one of her friends ; he had made himself a nuisance around 
the Mayflower, the Carlton, the New Willard and the 
Shoreham; he had insulted his mother and bribed in vain 
Joan’s footman. 

And now he was preparing for the worst. Any minute 
he expected to see an ambulance draw up to the door of 


the familiar Georgian mansion. She was either dead or 
dangerously injured — he had no other explanation of her 
sudden disappearance. 

“Read all about the shooting in the Senate! Read all 
about the shooting — ” 

Jim grabbed the running newsboy by the shoulder. 
“Wait!” 

He caught a glimpse of his father’s photograph on the 
front page, and without stopping to read the newspaper, 
he dashed down the street. He ran for several blocks 
before the thought of taking a taxi occurred to him. 

“The Senate Building! Never mind the traffic! For 
God’s sake — ” 

HARROW’S LIFELONG FRIEND ARRESTED IN 
SENATE GALLERY WHILE AIMING GUN AT 
FILIBUSTERING SENATOR 

Jim could not believe his own eyes. Bob Jameson, 
“Uncle Bob,” trying to shoot Father! It was as if he had 
been told that he himself was arrested for threatening 
his father. 

T HE old Senator was still in the Vice-President’s office 
when, taking three steps at a time, Jim reached the 
crowded corridor. 

“Let me through. . . . Let me through! I’m Jim Har- 
row — I’m Senator Harrow’s son.” 

He fought his way savagely through the crowd ; he was 
using his elbows and fists freely. It took the combined 
strength of three plain-clothes men to keep him from 
breaking through the closed door of the Vice-President’s 
office. 

His arms pinioned, he had to stand and wait until his 
father appeared on the threshold. Not a word was ex- 
changed between them. They shook hands silently, and 
walked away arm in arm, a grotesquely thin old man with 
death in his pale-blue eyes, and a broad-shouldered young- 
ster in a torn shirt. 

“And none spake a word unto him; for they saw that 
his grief was very great.” 

With the words of the Scripture ringing in his ears, 
Jim entered his father’s office in the Senate Building. 
Each sat down, side by side on the couch in the reception- 
room. Facing them were books, papers, copies of the 
Congressional Record, neatly tied up bunches of letters 
from the constituents back home. Everything was as they 
had left it the night before. Jim’s heart bled. 

The minutes crawled. The old-fashioned clock in the 
private office struck eight, then half-past eight. 

“Why don’t you go have your supper?” said the Sena- 
tor. 

“How about you?” 

“I’m not hungry.” 

“Neither am I.” 

The telephone rang. Jim took the receiver off and put 
it on the table. 

“Let them ring,” he thought. “I don’t want to talk to 
anybody. Not even Connie.” 

“Better answer the phone, Jim,” said the Senator. “You 
can never tell.” 

“All right, Dad.” 

The assistant manager of the New Willard was on the 
wire. He was telephoning from Mrs. Harrow’s room. She 
was in a dead faint. The house physician thought it ad- 
visable that the management notify the family. 

“All right,” said Jim, wishing to God that the assistant 
manager would not talk so loud. “I’ll be there in ten 
minutes.” 

As he hung up, Senator Harrow asked wearily : 

“Was it for you, Jim?” 

“Yes, Dad. If you don’t mind, I’ll run along now. Got 
to see some friends. I’ll be back as soon as I can.” 

When he reached the door, he asked without turning his 
head: 

“I don’t suppose, Dad, you would consider not going 
through with your filibuster?” 

“I would not, Jim. They’d say I got frightened.” 

“I see.” 

He envied people who were not ashamed to cry. He al- 
ways prided himself on his ability to “take it,” but how 
was he to suspect that that mysterious “it” included both 
Father and Connie ? 

For the next hour he played the part of a nurse. The 
hypodermic administered to his mother by the house 
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physician put her to sleep, but some one had to stay with 
her until the arrival of the trained nurse. She rolled and 
tossed, and once in a while she spoke. Jim could not un- 
derstand all she said, but he suspected she was calling for 
Joan, and begging her to come and take her to the British 
Embassy. She never mentioned him or his father. He 
would have thought that she had not found out about Bob 
Jameson, had it not been for the “extra” sheet on her 
night table. 

It was nine-thirty when Jim was finally relieved from 
his bedside duties. He changed quickly and went down- 
stairs to tell the assistant manager that, if necessary, he 
could be located in the Congressional Gallery of the 
Senate. 

“I hear that the filibuster is over,” said the assistant 
manager pleasantly. “I guess your dad must be pretty 
tired.” 

“The filibuster is over? Who said that?” 

“Senator Dodd. He has just come back 
from the Senate.” 

“Are you sure?” 

Jim did not wait for an answer. If the 
filibuster was over, it meant — it meant that 
his father — He visualized the old man’s 
infinitely sad face, as it looked when they 
parted last, one hour before; and he feared 
that he would never hear that tragic tired 
voice again. Connie was the farthest 
thing from Jim’s mind when he burst into 
his father’s private office ten minutes later. 

“Dad!” 

The Senator raised his finger to his lips 
and pointed at the couch. Jim came nearer, 
and saw Connie’s prostrate body. 

“Steady, Jim,” said the Senator. “She’ll 
be all right before long, but you mustn’t 
disturb her now.” 

He took Jim to the window and began to talk in a 
whisper. He might just as well have tried to talk to a 
deaf man. 


because of fatigue, the presiding officer does not know, and 
is not interested to find out. 

“All’s well that finishes well,” he concludes. “You can 
never tell why they start and finish filibusters.” 

The Senators who occupied the desks adjoining that of 
the old Don Quixote on the evening of February eighth, 
and who returned to the chamber after the dinner recess 
to gloat over their colleague’s misery, are more articulate 
than their presiding officer. They maintain — and nothing 
can be done about it — that they have read the message 
with their own eyes. What were its contents ? Well, they 
do not seem able to agree on that subject. Senator Bel- 
frey says that it was a threat to avenge Bob Jameson. 
Senator Rickard feels satisfied that it was an order from 
Moscow. Senator Godwin is sure he recognized the Great 
Seal of the Silver Shirts. 

The Congressional Record describes the 
episode in a still different fashion: 


Senator William W. Harrow (who in- 
terrupted his speech in order that he 
might read the message delivered to him 
by a Senate page) : 

Mr. President! Once more I am forced 
to beg the indulgence of this august body. 
These few lines ( the Senator points at the 
message on his desk) speak volumes. 
Among other things they prove that there 
is no end to the vicious ingenuity of the 
money crowd. It would appear at this 
moment as if they had won the battle. I 
concede their victory. There is nothing 
else left for me to do. The man who 
wanted to kill me a few hours ago feels 
convinced that I am a knave. My col- 
leagues believe that I am a fool. I hope 
that you, Mr. President, would agree to 
classify me as a victim. I will endeavor to present to you 
my written explanation before midnight. I thank you. 
( The Senator bows and leaves the Chamber amidst scenes 
of unprecedented turmoil.) 



Chapter Twenty-one 

E YEWITNESSES differ as to the details of the events 
which took place in the Senate Chamber on the eve- 
ning of February eighth. 

The attendant of the Press Gallery swears up and down 
that it was he and only he who had made it possible for 
that good-looking girl in the leopard-skin jacket to send 
her message to Senator Harrow. 

The guardian of the cloak-room dismisses the exagger- 
ated claims of his colleague with a smile of contempt. 

“The girl,” he explains, “was introduced to me by Mr. 
Peter Wallington, the fattest and the laziest political re- 
porter in the Senate. Mr. Wallington said that she was 
the Senator’s relative, who had just received some alarm- 
ing news from back home, and would I please take her 
message and send it with a page on the floor. I naturally 
said I would. And that’s all there is to the story.” 

The widely photographed page who had delivered the 
famous message into the hands of Senator William W. 
Harrow confesses, when submitted to severe examination, 
that “the old man” took the thin envelope without the 
slightest comment, and would have continued his speech 
had it not been for a loud cry from the Press Gallery: 
“Read it, Senator! It’s of the utmost importance!” 

The gentlemen of the press, smarting under the humilia- 
tion of being scooped by Pete Wallington, of all people, 
pretend that the warning cry was uttered by some tired 
stranger who knew nothing about the importance of the 
message, but was merely seeking diversion. The gentle- 
men of the press lie, of course. Every one of them knows 
that the cry was uttered by Pete Wallington, who is often 
tired and is invariably seeking diversion, but who could 
certainly never be described as a “stranger” in the Press 
Gallery. 

The presiding officer remembers having been awakened 
by the sudden silence in the chamber. 

“The Senator may proceed,” he said automatically; and 
then he saw a sheet of paper in Harrow’s hands. Thinking 
the filibustering Senator was about to recite some more 
ancient history, he closed his eyes again. Whether the 
Senator had yielded the floor because of the message, or 


The message itself — four lines scribbled by Connie on 
a piece of Congressional stationery — has never been pub- 
lished, not even in Pete Wallington’s “exclusive” dispatch 
to his paper. When his irate boss wired to him frantical- 
ly, “Why didn’t you quote the blankety-blank message 
verbatim?” the rotund reporter answered with a digni- 
fied, “Because for the first time in my life I was mistaken 
for a gentleman by a good-looking girl." He may have 
added that it was his advice that kept Senator Harrow 
from releasing the message to the press. 

“Don’t, Senator,” he said with a shrewd smile. “It’s 
better to be known as a knave than a fool. What would 
your constituents think of a man who waited for a nine- 
teen-year-old girl to explain to him the ways of Wall 
Street?” 

Mr. Wallington was frankly overawed with his own im- 
portance that night. Not only was he instrumental in 
bringing about the collapse of a sensational filibuster, but 
he was asked to help with drafting a historical letter to 
the Vice-President of the United States. He was like- 
wise the only one of the four people present in Senator 
Harrow’s private office on the night of February eighth 
who preserved for posterity a graphic description of that 
tense conference. The Senator never talks about it. Jim 
Harrow remembers nothing. And as for Connie — she re- 
gained her senses too late to qualify as an eyewitness. 

“It was like this,” narrates Mr. Wallington, and his 
small sharp eyes shine with the mad fire of the World’s 
Greatest Scoop. “When I saw the Senator put aside the 
message handed to him by that brass-buttoned beggar of 
a page, I opened my trap and yelled. Then, and only 
then, did the old fellow open the message. He began to 
read it, at first sort of annoyed, but then his hand shook. 
. . . Well, sir — that was that. I grabbed my divine girl- 
friend by the hand and said to her : ‘Now run. Let’s beat 
the crowd to the Senator’s office. He might want to have 
a chat with us, and the less witnesses the merrier.’ She 
was a good sport as long as she lasted. Didn’t pass out on 
me before she answered all the Senator wanted to know. 
How she overheard Joan talk to that bird Rutherford, and 
what was the connection between Rutherford and Davon, 
and all that sort of stuff. 
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“When shortly afterward that fullback son of the 
Senator’s burst in on us, it looked for a moment as if we 
would have two unconscious bodies on our hands. . . . 
So the Senator naturally turned to me and asked me to 
stay and help him. ‘Can you take shorthand dictation?’ 
he asked. I said sure, and I was glad I did. Look at this 
hand of mine! You are seeing the hand that typed the 
text of the only resignation from the U. S. Senate that was 
ever recorded in the annals of the Republic. You could 
have knocked me down with the breath of a new-born 
baby, when after a long rigmarole about democracy and 
Wall Street and public utilities and the rights of the Com- 
mon People, the Senator swallowed hard and said: ‘It be- 
ing so, I feel in duty bound to resign from my seat in the 
U. S. Senate, my resignation to take effect at once!’ 

“I nearly swooned. ‘Sleep on it, Senator,’ I said. ‘You 
may not realize it, but if you do resign, you will be the 
only Honorable in the history of the United States who 
surrendered his badge voluntarily, before the expiration 
of his term. I have known some who have been asked to 
leave, or couldn’t get seated, but so help me Huey the 
Kingfish, if I ever heard of one of Uncle Sam’s children 
massing up the chance to tell the nation how its affairs 
should be run!’ He shook his mane. ‘You don’t under- 
stand,’ he said. ‘I am resigning because I love my peo- 
ple.’ I bit my lip hard. To laugh at that old nut, would 
have been like kicking a blind man.” 

Having reached that particular point of his great story, 
Pete Wallington smiles mysteriously. He knows that his 
listeners are going to coax him to reveal the contents of 
the message, and he loves to torture them. He remembers 
those four lines well. He stood by Connie’s side when she 
scribbled them in the press gallery: 

Joan Olenarm fooled you. Thanks to your filibuster, 
her lover Rutherford was able to unload his holdings, using 
Davon as a smoke-screen. The latter was never short of 
N-V-T stocks. Please believe me and act accordingly. 

Constance Bacon. 


Chapter Twenty-two 

T HE rain stopped by midnight, and a heavy fog came 
in its wake. 

From the spot where they stood, on the upper steps of 
Capitol Hill, Senator Harrow and Pete Wallington could 
see the outline of the Washington Monument, but the rest 
of the city was hidden from them by a blanket of pea- 
soup thickness. 

“Let’s go, Senator,” said Wallington. “The two young- 
sters deserve to be left alone.” 

“Wait, Wallington.” 

His letter of resignation left with the clerk of the Sen- 
ate, the Senator knew that he was looking at Washington 
for the last time in his life. There was no bitterness in 
his heart, just plain emptiness. Washington was a mirage. 
The closer one came to it, the farther it receded. He used 
to think that it was a majestic city destined, sooner or 
later, to become the capital of the world, but now he was 
asking himself whether Washington existed at all. There 
was the White House where people were smiling because 
otherwise they would have had to cry. There was the De- 
partment of Commerce, with its endless corridors and 
numberless employees. There were hotels, a score of 
them, crowded with worried travelers. But was there 
Washington? Was there anything real in it, except the 
Monument and the marble Lincoln? 

“I don’t belong here, Wallington,” he said, casting a last 
glance at the creeping fog below. 

“None of us does, Senator.” 

None of them did. That was true. And because it was 
true, he was going home tomorrow morning. He was tak- 
ing along his future daughter-in-law. He felt infinitely 
grateful that he did have a home where he could take a 
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girl who looked Washington but belonged to the United 
States. It was not much of a home. It spelled mortgages 
and foreclosures, but it was better, oh, so much better, 
than the city where only the dead ones suggested America. 

Never again was he going to challenge the windmills. 
Defeated and humiliated, tricked and ridiculed, he had 
discovered something which no Rutherfords, no Glenarms, 
no Davons could take away from him: the sense of real- 
ity. Not a New Deal reality, not an Old Deal Reality, but 
the only worth while reality — Reality of the Living. 

“Well, Senator. Did* you get an eyeful of our gorgeous 
city ?” 

“I certainly did.” 

“Let’s move, then.” 

“By all means.” 

Harrow unbuttoned his heavy topcoat and breathed 
deeply of the cool air. A sudden feeling of unexplainable 
happiness came over him. 

“The old bird is acting queerly,” thought Wallington. 
Aloud he said : 

“I don’t suppose you will be coming to Washington 
again, Senator?” 

“Extremely unlikely, my boy.” 

They walked all the way to the New Willard through the 
streets which looked like so many theatrical back-drops. 
Their conversation was casual, miles and miles away from 
the filibuster. Possibly because of the ever-thickening fog 
that seemed to have buried under it the events of the past 
twenty-four hours, probably because both were thinking 
of the two youngsters left by them in the Senate building, 
neither of them so much as mentioned Joan Glenarm’s 
name. Only at the very last moment, when they were al- 
ready shaking hands in the deserted lobby of the Sena- 
tor’s hotel, Harrow said with a whimsical smile : 

“Well, young fellow, what is the moral of this story, 
if any?” 

“The moral?” Pete Wallington sighed and scratched 
his forehead. “You have me there, Senator. I suppose it 
all goes to show that there is no deadlier species under 
the sun than a woman of Washington?” 

“A woman of Washington ? But according to Constance, 
Joan Glenarm was born in Alabama.” 

“That does not make any difference, Senator. Wash- 
ington is not a city. Sometimes it’s a state of mind. Usu- 
ally it’s a profession. The apprenticeship is hard and the 
wages meager, but once you become a full-fledged Wash- 
ingtonian, the sky’s the limit. We lead the world in bad 
actors. So long, Senator! Tell the folks back home that, 
the New Deal to the contrary notwithstanding, the race 
is still not to the swift nor the battle to the strong — in the 
Seat of the Great Experiment.” 

“I will,” promised the Senator quietly and gravely. 

O ACK on Capitol Hill, on the fourth floor of the Senate 
AJ Building, a tall girl in a leopard-skin jacket and black 
beret was trying to explain to a broad-shouldered young 
man why it was better for both of them to join the Sena- 
tor aboard a westbound train. He listened absent-mind- 
edly. He wished she would stop talking. He knew all 
there was to be known about the prairies, but this busi- 
ness of kissing in the open was a distinct novelty for h im 
And two hundred miles away, in the penthouse of a 
forty-story skyscraper built by optimists but run by re- 
ceivers, sat Earl Davon. He was writing, writing care- 
fully and thoughtfully in his cherished diary: 

Just heard from Stan and Joan. They are beating it 
for Europe. Good riddance! The tragedy of the present- 
day world lies in the fact that nobody is wrong, not even 
Saucy Puff when he tears my trousers, but everybody is 
right, even Senator Harrow when he talks about public 
utilities , something that he hasn't got the foggiest notion 
about. “Life is more like wrestling than dancing.” The 
Noble Roman was right too. 

END. 


Next month — “Deputy of the Devil,” a complete book -length (50,000 words) novel by Ben Ames Williams, 
who wrote “Three Shuttered Houses.” “When one eats with the Devil, one must be armed with a long 
spoon!” The hero of Mr. Williams’ novel, a famous physician who fancies he is endowed with super- 
natural powers, ignores the wisdom of the old proverb and falls a victim of his own conceit. 
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